
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



d by Google 



1- fr^ 







d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



€-'■ 






/- ^--^^ J^A 






A^ 



/ y Digi^iz^ by Google 



d by Google 



THE 

.WAY-SIDE COTTAGER j 

CONSISTING or 

PIECES IN PROSE AND VERSE. 
To which are added^ 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 



BY JAMES RUICKBIE- 



Even in the Cottage^ where the ' earthen Jioor^ 
The straw^made hed^ the wooden candlest'tckf 
Display their sober tfuipage'^even there 
The Muse will haunt ^ where Pomp disdains to tread^ 
And breathe the song deny*d to Palaces. 
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PREFACE. 



JL HE Author of the following^ sheets consi- 
ders a Frelace as the porch of a buildings or a 
grace before meat : little notice is taken of 
either the one or the other; (especially .by the 
curioja? and the hungry,) ia expectation of 
meeting with better entertainment afterwards. 
And therefore) one or two reasons excepted, 
nothing could have induced him to write one^ 
The first is, that he may have opportunity to 
return his most sincere thanks to those who 
have honoured him with their subscriptions^ 
and for the countenance he has received from 
a generous Public, both in this and former 
Publications. — ^That some of Jiis weak efforts 
are not looked on with indifference by some 
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PREFACE. 

whom the world dares not call injudicieus, 
blows up the embers of that honest pride 
which is naturatty phmled in the bosom of 
every friend to the muse. 

Another reason is^ that he may intimate to 
die Public, and e^cially to Ac Critic, that 
hit obKure and seqiKSttted situadmt ia life 
ikprives him of the benefit of a learned or 
judicious friend to submit his efibru to, fer 
criticism and amendment, He therefore hopes, 
that the judicious critic, like the wliolesale 
merchant, wiii maice large ailowanccs* 

J. R. 
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THl 



WAYJSIDE COTTAGER. 



CHAPTER 1. . 

1 O write and to live> was, in the eftlmation of tlie 
author of Triftram Shandy, the tune thiDg.^^ 
«< Hold I hold i»* cries the brow-beattng Critic \ 
«* Tobacconifts* ffaops are already orerftocked with 
onintelUgtble tra(h> and ^ould any addition be 
made to inch a liberal ftock of nonfenfe, the very 
earth would groan under it. Beiides, friend, no- 
thing will take in this age of wifdomand learning 
but what is manufadured out of the pericranium 
of the Reverend or the Right Reverend Dr. Such* 
a thing, or the ingenious and learned ♦*•♦•• all 
the reft of mankind are left to read !^»So fays the 
Critic-«If any are defirous to hear what I fay, 
A 
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here It 18— Write I Write ! Write ! ye volatile foni 
of the goo(e-wing ! great things have often been ef- 
fected by fmall means ; a rich (hip wafted to the 
fhorc by a fma^ gsic. of wiods^ and j^ c^ ^^ferved 
by the wifdom of~a poor wife man.— And be* 
fides, Mr. Critic, who knows but the reading of 
fuch nonfenfe may keep the debauchee from a cri« 
minal midnight afiignation, or keep Cupid's vo- 
lunteers a couple of hours out of the furnace, or 
periwips drive the crafty bfurrifUr pail tho fetal 
)|ouc m wbjckhe. iptj/iqdcid tp ft^dy a claufe- whic^ 
Vfffuld ha.v{$ rHio^ the vvhole fuit ?-^ Aiid is not 
I fcrve oiw:*s. co,untry ? — Yqjx wUl naturally 
V Yj^s^l^u^ what ia the meaning of alji 

rcliminary ftuf ?: A.Uttk p^tienac, aod.I 

form ypu^ 

r« fit I, witk abqut half 9 ream of paper ber 
me i quills Scattered on every fide of m^ ai^ 
the tailzie 3 ao oM &{bioned inkboldcr full to 
[an, pars^lel to my rig^t haudi; my boufe fitup 
fo near the pubUc higb«>wayr that a rat 
arcUy paf^ without dillmbiog me m my 
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# 
Audits.—** But who art thou V* Figure to 
yourfclf, gentle reader, a diminutive, thin-vifaged, 
fallow-complexioned fellow- finnerj fitting in the 
above-mentioned dilemma, clothed in a ragged 
^eat cwat, a ftraffy-tfeafted doublet, tmd a fea. 
green cap ; aiid- a ctieek-botie. Sir, if fitted fdr 
any mechanrc^l opferation, wotild be beft adapted 
to whet razors on !^— So much for felf-defcription; 
and I atn perfuaded that my readet-a wSl bi: iB 
much otit of cbnceit with my perfon aB With rty 
jperformancc ; btit I have "this confolation, thstt 
both my pcrfon and perfbtmancc are fo far out 6( 
tht reach of cenfnre, that the one is above it, and 
the other bciaw it ; for with regard to the former 
I defy tiny of the critics, or afi of them put to- 
gether, to make fuch another, or even to mend the 
<Ad one, (for I reckon it hot fair in a man to find- 
faull whh a fubjed, if he cannot either make a 
better new, •»€, or mend the old) — And as for 
"the latter^ the gigantic fons of Erudition wiR never 
'jglve themleWes the trouble to fibop fb low a^ lo 
li>ok at ih 

A t' 
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CHAPTER II. 

Ths&b 189 1 tbink» no Tcfy remote refeoBUaQCc 
.Jbetween the human oiiBd and the pendulum of a 
clock. How often do our minds veer from one 
.extremity of the woild to another ; from one su{^ 
polied port of happinefs to another, and from one 
mode of religion to another, without efftdking any 
more than a chick ?-^Confcience gives a chick of 
' warning from one corner, that is not regarded ; 
Judgment gives a chick of caution from another 
corner that- is not heeded — And even our a^kions. 
Madam, ( for I then adrtffed a young lady who hap- 
pcned to be in company wixh me), I fay our ac- 
tions likewife rcfemble this reftlefs wagtail, for we 
are inceffiintly running from one thing to amither. 
We give a chick for riches On this fide of the ilage, 
a chick for honour on the other ; and yet all our 
puffuitsj and even matrimony ilfelf, you knOWf 
Madam, end only with a chick.— But J[ am inter* 
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npted fvitli di^wsv^^9 ft c«>«ch «td Foort— Thie 
umnerciful poftillion ladies the horfet as if tbef 
vrerc made of tMrif^t and the coachman copies his 
diabolical example : hatf a fcce looks out at the 
window of the vehicle, and cries sternly, *' demme 
fmack the ho'fesi'* This is furdy no gentlemany 
exclaimed 1> for it is now quite unlaihionable to 
fwcar,— .here is a fervant, I will aik him. — ** Pray 
Sir, if you pleafe, who is this gentleman in the 
oarriage ?'* *• Gentleman,. Sir, you are mifcrably 
miftaken if yon take him for a gentleman, he is 
nothing more than a FrenchCook going to prepare 
kickfbaws ^r fome Epicure in the Highlands of 
Scotland."—** He is in bafte," faid I.—** He is 
afraid that the fricafee be ready before he arrives,'* 
faid he.-^Onr converfation ended. I next threw 
jnyfelf down on my elbow-chair to rcfltfl on 
what I had ieen. What a pity it is, that man 
ihould be fo void of humanity !— he has no more 
mercy on the poor dumb animal that draws .him, 
that drudges for him, and (Balaam's Afs excepts 
«d}, that never complains of hard ufage, than iTit. 
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Jbad no fedfe of paipy nor r<lt tbe we}gH^ p( op^. 

preQion. It was no bad repraof once glveq by » 

wag to one of tbefe tyrannical drivers^ when he 

was. beating a poor animaf to gratify his, paffion— 

. ." How now^ unmercifal wretch,'^ cried hc^ " how 

do you know but the foul of ypur gTapdfathor 

jppffefleth that l^orfe which Jou fcourge fo cruelly?'* 

—Although I am no friend to the Pythagorean 

6yilcm of tranfmigration, , yet I think the leflbn 

waa good, for it was putting the fympatliy of the 

wretch to the, tedt by bringing it comparatively 

from th« animal to the rational part of the 

creation ; and we may infer^ on no bad foundatios, 

-.1,—. ^^ jjjjjjjj ^jj^ (hew.8 no mercy to an ufeful d^- 

ic animal, will have, but little to his fcllow- 

ture ott a flight provocation^ — It was a part of 

divine Image damped on man at bis firil crea- 

to have dominion over the inferior creatures^ 

wc fee no part of that image more defacad 

I in this particular.— One would, fuppofe, that 

? It was man's On tj^at fowed the feed of dif- 

L among the animal tjcibes^ that he would (^xeit 
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kh fnpetior nJoa as far ^t p<3i(8)Ie'to pmvnt 
the ^tal confcqucDCcs which bis fin had inCrod«» 
ced: but how {urprifing to fee him making that rea- 
fon whkh diftiaguiihes him from the brutal fpecifs 
a {Umiiius to provoke^ and rafie that fame difcovd 

. which his fin had created I It is difgraceful to 
humanity to mention the many methods contrived 
by man to fet the creatures at variance with one 
another, and to caufe them to deftroy one another, 
to gratify his favage difpofiiion. He even deUghts 
to fee them tear each other in pieces, not confider- 
ing the reply o€ the frogs in the ^le to. the boya 
who pelted thdm with ftones, " it is fpprt to you, 
but death to us.** I next Tjegan^ to blame the de- 
|)raved tafte of my countrymen, in prefewfng 

. a foreigner to drefs their dinner before thofe of 
their own nation ; but as I am -oot well fkilled in 
the pa dry linc^ I made bat a poor jab of it, bat 

. a.s I am always hammering at every thing, I be- 
lieve I would not have fo Ibon dropped the theme 
af my attention had not been called to a difTereat 

;. «b^^j^ which y«tL will Dk iaUiic^oext ch9j^t£Su , 
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- ffhe diilf dibttfMl^Tik v^fktch t Was cftpslble of 
Kiftkihg wasy that if a man fit dowii to ^mner pre- 
pared by toour, and invit«d4)y htmger, who eati 
for he^kh, ami dnnks for medicine, he wi^ not be 
^ery particular in the choice of a cook. Th* life 
of that man ntuft be burdenfame vrhieh is per- 
petually in the hands of the cook and the do^or,. 
the one fawing the feeds of difeafe in his confti* 
tfitfon, and the other plucking them op whenever* 
grown. 



CHAPTER IH. 



* ** Help the poor, matter, and God will help 
you," (cried a figure opening the door.) "Yoiir 
divinity ia both ready and founds** cried 1, *• come 
in, and tell me your fitijation.** Prefcntly an old 
man fhewej himfclf, ^ith a ragged jacket, and a pair 
•f blue trowfcrs, •♦^nay Heaven prefenre yon, good 
&U** faid he, from the ftratts aad hardfhips, d*yc 
fce^ which I hire cipcricnccd 5 this hc^c leg wto 
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almoft battered to t jdly with a fpliater.of t'fic 

ihip $ and the booby o(a fargeon in fetUng it* d'ye 

fee» has made it as crooked as one of the jaws ot 

B fteel trap for catchtng lats ) and out of ten 

clever fingersi whieh I had when I went .to (ea^ 

blaft my timbers* if I can now count aboTC^ght ; 

two of them were^carried off by a mufqutrt-ballt as 

they were parrying me away to get my leg fplic'd» 

fo that misfortune* d^ye fee* was doubled: but what 

argufies telling over one's misfortunes i for finoe 

Misfortune got me in tow* (he has ever hauled me 

over (helves and rocks* and I never expert her to 

.leave me till (he land me in Davie Jones's looker." 

— *.* Has government made no provifion for you V* 

— -** Heaven blefs you, matter, I was on board a 

. Guinea-man \"-t** A merchant (hip* I fuppofe^ 

and pray what did you trade in ?'*— « We traded 

in men and women* nratter." — ** How ! inhuman 

wretches* did ye buy and fell men and wompn V* 

«< O yqs* mailer^ plump off for ready money ; but 

pray* Sir* did you never hear of the (lave-trade V* 

^ A curfed trade it muil be friendi'' faid I* and 
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fbffbiff^^tyiaUi kirhttid, «<lictv/' Aid t> «» k 

go to the Tickf and tbey vdii^e yo^ dtit «f their 
dttindaiux." <« Ybu ore nnich ^iftftkctt^ isM^tfr^** 
bid htf ** far tliey carry lo mudi eafti««»^ tbfat they 
win not take the trouble ta tkvAW out a rope td 
«. f(S&r {iitkiiig fngaHew^^o He«¥eii bkfs yov, 
4Sir/' aod ^way fee fvent^ -leating inc m the tnoft 
^ro^od medhatioti o^ the ^aTe-trade. ** Was 
2)^^ h»i I, ^ «Hu I lately vxtkimimg agamft man 
jfeir kia oriitity t» brutes? what greater rea^ 
'ha^ { ocvr «o bale kim for his mbrnnamty to hH 
own (pecatfs ? Babyba tvaded t h the fouls of meft, 
bus tbey give the body mtd tbe bargain — I couM 
idlmoft vfkh Cttlliv^r leavie tbe fociety ef meny etNi* 
.dibciatie with tke brute beailg as lefs burlful.^'-^ 
I was now abo^it to make « few refle£iioii6 on tbe 
-coAditwn of the poor beggar matiy but I could dot 
reM the Umptatkm of the doggrel nMife, who 
poip{>i(d ft &i^ into ny head qn the eccafion* 
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A SONG. 

Dick73ftd:Ndb«BMtifnitfinr.to.b^ . 
^ With a twing twang, ding danj, Adajdtny 
dofBi». 
Dick- wanted an arm, Ned was kme 4>£a.kgy . 

With a how down, torn dowDv-dsTf deny d«wii^ 
Neddy went behind, and Dicky went befim^ . 

With, &c. 
And: they 1 ifted iM« hpmQttB at (Tcr|r dMft. 
With, &c. 

And as on their way they began for.to,nMimi% 

Witft^acc* 
Neddy (how'd his fore leg, and Dicfcy Owok his 
ilamp* 

With, &c.- 
And when they had begged a long fuminer day. 

With, to* . . ^ ■ ^ 

They ^cre fire Mlings poorer thasu Irhaa jfchey 
cam^ away^ 

With,&c. 
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Then Dicky turn'd xoundf aiwl vhifpered to Ned, 

With, &c. 
Good brother, we hiTe miftakeii our trade. 

^ith,^te. . i...^ 
They both fet them down beieath a treCf 

With, &c 
And werejuft airdemttri^vs two beggars could be. 

With, &c.. 

Neddy cut kia faoagh^ftrinfB, and then did prefeot. 

With, Sec. 
As clever a leg as ever trode the bent. 

With, &c. . 
Dicky IoobM bis bandage, and foon was difplay'd. 

With, 8c<u 
As brawny an arm as e'er wielded a blade. 

,With, &c. 

Th^ thought they had met with haniihips enow. 

With, &c 
So Dicky to the cart, and Neddy to the plough* 

With, &c. ^ 
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If the reader Ihould fuppoie, that more ha^e 
miilaken their trade than Dicky and Mcd« I fhaU 
not contradid him. 



CHAPTER IV. 



It was an sdnce given by a fage to a<:ertatn 
^nonarcfaj ** Never to begin any thing before hfi 
had feriouely confidered the end.'' I ftsar I have 
not had this leffon in my eye when I attenapted 
this work.--'^' How Sir?*' &id the lady Who was 
in company with me.— *^^ Becanfe you are not 
.aware, Madam> how much danger there is in laying 
one's abilities open to thexcnfiire of the world—*! 
haye this confolationt however, that the grave part 
•of the world will never read a fent(;nce of it ; and the 
4ean>ed pfirt of the world will think it bdow their 
•notice ; and as fpr your own-fex> Madfim, lew of 
I them ever read any thing at a]l eiscept a kve fong* 
— « Who have you then to fear, Sir?"— « The 
B 
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kitchen critics, Madam, but I mean to arm myfelf 
with Socrates's philofophy, if an afs kicks me, muft 
I call him before a judge ? 

At that very inftant my ears were faluted with 
fuch an infernal noife, that if all the furies of the 
pit had got a commiilion to ravage the earth, they 
could not (as I thought) have exceeded it — I 
ftarted up, ran for the door ; but as my elbow- 
chair unluckily had an arm broken, and the ftump 
accidentally had popped up through a hole in my 
great coat, I dragged tl»e chair after me, which, 
by the velocity of its motion, overturned the table, 
fpilt all my ink, and made all my papers fly acrof* 
the floor, like a flock of pigeons lighting on the 
ground — and my cap, (which in its make did not 
embrace my head'fo cordially as ft ought to have 
done), fell off; all ihefe things did in no wife abate 
my pcrfeverance. At that very unlucky moment 
that I reached the door, a perfon was entering in 
as great a hafte, fo that our heads faluted each 
other, much like two rams in the heat of a£tion. 
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— '* Good heavens!" cried the poor fellow, and 
retreated about twenty paces from the door, be- 
fore he had either courage or refolution to look 
back; By this time I had got myfelf difengaged 
from the chair, and the poor fcUow looking back, 
was glad to fee that if was only a fcUow-crcaturc 
he had encountered wiih. As I was all the while 
bareheaded, I ran immediately into my flody to 
feck my cap. — My furprife was increafed, the 
good lady was lying in a fwoon, in the mod re- 
.mote corner of the apartment $ I cad a glance of 
pity on her, and another at my fcattered papers ; 
I viewed the two dear objeds alternatdy, not 
knowing which to relieve firft ; at length nature 
prevailed* ftie was a fellow creature. — I ran im- 
mediately to her affidancc, and applying my fmeU 
ling botile to her nofe, foon brought her into a 
ftate of fcnfibility. I next gathered up my papers, 
£et up my table, and rcftored every thing to its 
.original order, excepting my inkholdcr, — it was 
broken to pieces ! — The reader's curiofity I fup- 
pofe, will be raifed by this lime to know the caufe 
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of all this confuiioiiy-».but be not alatmedy Sit>— 
h was nothing more than— ^ Drove of Swine T-^ 
ivhichy by the (mart laflies of the driTer's whip on 
the pofteriors of the hindermofty fcnt fortb the 
hideous yell which alarmed us^ and the poor drittti 
having lafhed the thong quite off the handle o£ 
his whip, was running into the houfe for a piece 
of twine to tie it on again, when he had the misfdr* 
tune to break his head againft mine* 

An however was got to rights again,, except mf 
inkholder and the lady's bonnejt ; the firft was re* 
duced to atoms, and the laft was fo fat marred by 
her fall, that it had to undergo the difcipline d£. 
the mdliner before fhe could appear with it in. 
public. 

Trifling incidents fbmetimes create great alarm;, 
how often have we feen a ftranger in a tea-cup in- 
fpire the fuperftitious mortal with the moft £sh*> 
guine cxpcftations I A fingle word dropt by ac- 
cident, which we miftakcnly have applied to our«^ 
fcWes, puts all our nerves in a titter ? and a fingle 
ribband, Madam, yon know, if it did cot concord; 
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With its fellow-ornamentSi has often coil the 
trouble of changi/ig the whole fuit— -And a wo- 
man you know/ Madam^ cpft once ten year's war. 
" Do you call a woman a trifle. Sir ?*'— " Yes, 
Madam, when comipared with fo many brave men 
who loft their lives in the quarrel which (he kick- 
ed up."r— " May heaven open- your eyes,, and let 
you fee the value of its gift bcftowed on you, Sir, 
—You have a wife." 

As I am naturally mufically inclined, I happen- 
ed then to be foughing over a well-known tune, 
called " Fairly, (hot of her ;" and when the good 
lady pronounce^ the.la(t fentencf,.! could not 
help raiflng it to a downnght noify whiftle.— 
The emphafis, however, with which ihe pronoun- 
ced the words, raifed in my mind a kind of reve- 
rence towards the fez, and I refolved from hence- 
forth to co&iider a wife, as a gift from heavem 

B 3 
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CHAlPTER V. 

H^ATtM pitf the' ftudious ! for litttk' ftft is 
aBotted for them ; the reft of the family are aU 
gone to bed ; but I ha^e juft h'ghted a candle* and 
I hare a good mind to fee it to the wick's end bd*- 
Ibre I qvat rtij ftudy. — Ncfw the bufy world is 
hufhed to reft, a profound and foTehin filence fuc- 
ceeds the noife of the day, and the balmy reftorer 
of natnre broods o?cr the weary Ihnbs of the ffarc,, 
feals the lafcivions eye, and lays an embargo on 
the tongue of the ihriw.^^Wheh I had finHhed 
thii (hort rhat)fodyy I deVoUtlJ^ laid waf cap Ofti 
the table, and began to write thrs 

' HYMN TO SOLITUDE.. 

Hail Solitude! thy manfion ever dear 
To ftudious man.. Fafr fzt>m the bufy burnt 
^'' "" ing world, the fancy plays 

1 unmolefied. Scenes appear,> 
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Thro* thy pMpettirei hid frttn jhfiUhj^ fifet * 
Tis here Imagiriation poareth forth 
Her vagrant kgiohd, trhich, With winged fpedl 
Her fairy ertanti ran ; and quick hwer^e 
Th* aerial iuttraiits xnf the tow'Hng doudt. 
And wing thett way to the cdeftial wbilds ^ 
Survey the ftars, and ikim the niiHty wayj. 
Immerg^ thfe ocein of the v(^irt*iy tttoon, 
Dcfccnd the briny caverns of the deep, 
And % where earth is bounded by the poka«. 
They ope th* avenues of the pliant fotiV 
Egrefa and regrefs unniolefte^ find 
Or todifibad their freight, or to teturn 
In fearch of new adventures : fometinies TnitL 
They find at random, and conduct her homcy 
Which, with the reft of their ideal fpoils. 
Are try'd at Reafon's bar, and made to pafs 
Thro* Judgment's fieve, and carefully kid up 
In Mem*ry*ar (lore-houfe, to improve the mind. 
'Tis here the mtjfe in gentle whifpers pours 
Upon her fav*^hte bafd the foul of fong,. 
And by her fmooth».infmuating^fmilt: 
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Steals aU his heart and fouL O Solitude ! 

My life of fad vicii&tude patch'd up* 

Gall'd by the weight of ftern Opprei&on's yoke* 

Blunted, by the fell hope-dellroying fweep 

Of Difappointmenty fiU'd with blafting grief» 

Corroding care* vain hope, and ufdefs toil 

Would have been unfupportable, and funk 

Beneath the load> but £pr the mufe and thee. 

Sweet Solitude 1 how often have I Hole 

From giddy life, when kbour's rugged talk 

Was finifh'd, to converfe with thee a while I 

The winged moments then flew^quick, an hour 

Seemed but a minute. Often night's black veil 

Me cireumvented ere I was aware* 

Here the lafcivious eye no entrance finds 

To rob the foul of virtue ; boiling oaths. 

Deep call in hell's black mint, and grimly ftamp'd 

With image dev'lifti, blufti in folitude 

To introduce their mifcreated shape* 

Here too, Religion with her heav'nly charms 

Unveils her naked beauties to the foul : 

Who never met her here, ne'er faw her face 
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But in difguife^ and, in miftaken zealf. 
Embraced an empty phantom in her ftead* 
Men's difF'rent tempers, various turns of miod^ 
Their diffimilitude in heart and foul 
Drive ferious ixrinds frdbi life's impertioenM 
T<i fe^k repofcy bkft Solitude, intlMe^ 
Sut time will come» or radfer at its end». 
When ;A\ the human race by fociai bond 
Shall be unitCi and, as it were».two fods 
Shall aetuate the whole ; o&e part tiodiplete' 
lo focifiil btifs (hall fbrike the lauiant key 
Of hcBV*iily harmony t the other paft 
Confummate Mis'ry'sfons (hall hifs and yell. 
In concord dev'lifh. Cheering Solitude I 
Thy name (hall then be an eternal blank 
£n being'% fcale ! two focial clafies then 
Shall aU mankind unite, to prai& ai»d howL> 

When I had M(hed my hymn, I judged that «• 
nap would not be atnifs ; and, making preparation 
fer bed^, I ML into the aroM of lidmy fieep*. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A K A p at the door, and a hi]}oa awakened me* I 
•pencd the .door, and a poor creature of my ac- 
quaintance; daggered in, who had got himfelf com- 
pletely fuddled ; he had loR his hat, and his clothes 
were all bedaubed with dirt, his dockings hanging 
down i)ver his fhoes, and his fhirt-tail hanging over 
the waift^band of his breeches. Such an objeA 
excited my compaffion j I defired him to take a 
bed, which he abfolutely refufed to do, he infifted 
for hquor, which I as abfolutely refufed him, and 
away he fUggered, fwearing and finging alternate^ 
^7' — I fliut the door, threw myfclf down on my 
bed fide, and indulged the following foliloquy. 

What a mother-fm is drunkennefs ? befides the 
abominablenefs of its own nature, I believe it is 

^ parent of more vices than any fingle fin which 

" '® capable of committing. I remember of 
tory fomcwherc of the devil*8 laying 
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ihrce fins before a certaiu perfony and of giving 
him his choice which of them to commit ; two of 
them were capital crimes, and the other was to 
get drunk. The committing of the other two 
ftartled the tempted man, but to get drunk he 
thought but a fmall offence, and therefore chofe 
that ; but the confcqucnce was, that after he got 
drunk, he committed both the other crimes pro- 
pofed« Drunkenncfs is fo abominable in its own na- 
ture, that if it were poflible for a fober man to fee 
himfelf drunk, I belieye it would be the heft anti- 
dote againft that vice for the future. When a man 
gets drunk, he is as defenceless as a foldier with- 
out his armour, he is ready to fall before every 
temptation that prefents itfelf, his reafon is be- 
numbed, and his paffions inflamed. Profane fwear- 
ing is another of the horrid concomitants of 
drunkennefs ; fome men who are never heard t« 
fwear when fober, can fcarcely open their mouths 
when drunk, without vomiting out the language 
of the infernal regions : thefe do the devil's work 
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for nothing; for fweariDg brings no gain, but in* 
^ite lofs,— 'Tjs a pit^r bat our Iggifl^ture, fo wife 
in providing remedies for many evtU^ fhoi^d take 
foipe notice of druak«nnef^. an4 fweatin^ } if 
fome pecuniary fine was impo&d for every druakea 
Tamble» and fqr every profane oath and impreca« 
tioui it might for a time bring in n,o iQconfidprable 
revenue to the crown> it would at leaft make fo- 
ciety more tolerable to iob^- thinking rpen«— r* 
There are a fe^ Up.es which I have fome where 
read, though I cannot tell who is the author; allov'' 
mc to >quote them. 

■ I . . ■ .y ^ There are, I think. 
Ten reaions why ipaen fhojuld nqt drink. 
It h^rt;8 the h^thi depraves th^ tafte. 
And fmks a man below a be^ft. 
It n>elts the purfe, diflblves the tie 
Between my dearcft friend and I, 
It (huts out reafon^ lets ip foUy^ 
And paves the way to m^lancholy^ 
Excefs in drink inclines to rambling^ 
And opes a door to vicious gambling. 
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£tcttes to whoredom, vice, and rioty 
And baniih^s aff peace and quiet. 
£^ce& in driitk deftrcfys our foufs. 
Our deatli liechi turn our flowing bowls.'^ 

Nor do t tixitkk any t&e lefa of thefe b'nes al- 
though k Wa^ had wrote ttie following lines againfl: 

ii '' ' ■■ ) ' ^ There are, I think, 

Ten reaix^ns why nien ought to drink* 
It brighten^ re;^on to dlfpute. 
And lifts' the man above the brute. 
In friendship's^ tie, binds^ fonl to ibul, 
<yjer the nectarine gen'rous bowl; 
Makeif povei^y idok blithe and joily, 
Difpeh the gloom of melancholy. 
Inclines to thirik with life and fpirir^ 
And opes a door to fplendid merit. 
It lifts the gen'rous mind above 
Bafe pleafures and inclines to love. • 
Drink warms our hearts, and cheers our f6ul«, 
We live when we enjoy our bowls.** 
C 
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But here comes the poft : I will go to the door 
and aik the news.—-" Well^ Sir, what face doipub« 
lie affairs put on now V* — V Great hopes are enter-, 
tained of a peace through the mediation of Pruifia; 
the articles are expected in the ne^t. paper." — I 
threw my cap about fifteen feet perpendicular up in 
the air» and gave fuch an obftreporous huzza-a-a» 
as brought my wife and children to the door^ my 
wife led me in by the arm, thinking I was out df 
my wits ; but I begged of her to let one of the 
children go out and fee where my cap lighted, for 
I fuppofed it to be ftill flying in the air, but I was 
foon convinced o£. the .contrary, by being told that 
it had lighted on the top of the houfe, and that 
there was no hopes of getting it down again with- 
out a ladder* " Down it muft be," cried I, .« if 
we (hould caufe a ladder to be made for the pur« 
pofe, — or 1 muft give over writing, that's all. My 
children, however, were more fuccefsful than I 
imagined, for they had got it down by throwing 
ilones at it ; one done more fortunate flian the 
reft, happened to reft in the infide and caufed it to 



d by Google 



21 

lofe the equilibriam, and come tumbling to the 
ground. — As foon as my head had got quiet pof- 
fcilion of my capf the demon of rhime took pof- 
feffion of my brain, and I could not help anticipating 
the joys of peace, and writing a f«>v terfo to her 
welcome bome« 



CHAPTER VIL 



This chapter begins whh peace — Heaven grant 
that it may not end in wai*> human affairs (land on 
fu'ch a tottdring bafis ; who knows but the army 
oF bulUdogs with which France threatened to in- 
vade Britain are embarked, and under fail with 
their inflructions, and may not, alas \ underrtand 
the language of men .'—Is there not a fagacfoua 
buU-dog in all Britain to fend to treat with ih^m I 
But i have forgot my Verfes 'tb Peace. ^"^ ^^ 

'. ' ■ • V ^-^ 'i^^^ '^ "»''''' ^£^T 
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TO PEACE. 

HaiLi tranquil Peace ! with thy compla^^nt smiley 
Once more thy oHtc branch is seen to wavf 
Above Britannia*8 long war-wafted iilei 
To (hut the jaws of the ioiatiate grave. 
While erft were nothing feenbut bloody fields^ 
The horrid {penes of flaughter, blood, and death). 
Now at thy nod the grizzly tyrant yields. 
And leaves thee to enjoy the laurci wreath* 
Farewell, ye fields, made rich with human gcre, 
Where glutted death fnul'd grinjly o'er his prey. 
The voice of war on you is heard no more. 
But harml^li^ lambs and fportive bullocks play. 
Kow in thy fcabbard reft, infatiate fword, 
Huge engiiies belching fmoke find difmal fires. 
Forbear your deaihful found, Peace gives the word,, 
Whipb every bofom with new life infpires. 
. Is there ^ heart that beats within a bread 
Of one»of Britain's fons, which wifheth dill, 
(By groveling, narrow, puny int'reft preft) 
That war may rage, his wretched bags to fill I 
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How ihall I name the wretch who for his food 

Would mangle human fiefti ? whofe ruthlefs hand 

Would wring his treafure from his brethren's bloody 

And for his fordid int'reft wafie a land ? 

O curfed thtrfl of gain ! unhallowed root 

Of numerous ills, can thy infernal art 

Hell's magic, turn the worfc than favage brute 

To wifh a dagger in his country's heart ? 

Philanthropy ! true patriotic fire, 

That warm'd the Briton's heart,and arm'd hishand, 

With one convulfive groan wilt thou expire. 

And write tKe heathen on our favour' d land ? 

Forbid it, Heaven ! may this devoted breaft 

For ever ceafe to beat if it betray * 

A thought that's hoftile to my country's reft, 

Or for her peace and fafety ceafe to pray. 

Now, glitt'ring fjJear, let the induftrious fharc 

Be pointed with thy fteel ;— devouring blade. 

Prune Britain's peaceful trees, her children fparc. 

The facred fons of Liberty and Trade. 

How mild thy afpect, Peace ! when from afar 

Thy cheering found cjuends from fhore to fhorf. 

C3 • ■: 
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But .we have fome tilings loft by cruel war- 
Which thy fwect fmiling face can nc*er reftore*. 
Say, canft thou faiooth the widow** furrow'd check,. 
Supprcfs the ftartiag^tear, the heaving figji, - 
Fond nature's fluicjrt filently which fpeak 
Expreifive from, the bofom and the eye? 
Ganft from the clay-cold urn reftore to life 
War's victims, raifc from an outlandish tomb J 
Give the loft hufbaod to the tender wife, . 
Or bring the feeling mother's darling home ?, 
Ah no i thy arm's too short for fuch a taflc,— .. 
Peape to the (hades of our departed friends 
Who bled ia our defence, we can but afk, 
Nor can our ufclefs forrow make. amends. 
Peage be the bulwark of our native ifle, 
A peaceful fceptre may our monarch fway f 
Peace make a loyal people round him smile, ^ 
And taftc its bleffings on a future day ! . 



Two ge^itlemen happening one diy to meet- on 
the highway on hoifeback, the one addreffed.tbfe. 
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•tHer thus : ^ Sir, I would give an huadred guineas 
lo haTe as well a built leg as you/* " And If*^ 
returned the otHer, ''would part with the fame 
fum to have fuch a leg as you have." " Then 
we are pretty much on a footingyf ^ anfwered the 
firft, ** but pray, Sir, can you tell me why we are 
never content with what HeaTen.Cends?"— I beg 
your pardon,. Sir,'* replied the other, *< Heaven did 
not fend me this leg which you admire ; I got it 
in a prefent from a friend»,for it is made of cork!'' 

1 am afraid the reader will think the fame of 

my head, for leading him fo hx from the fubject 
of peace ; but it is no .great matter, for the account 
of peace which gave me £o much joy,, was contra- 
dicted in the next paper. I was about to blot out 
my verfes on peace, but as I confidered that the 
end of all wars has, as yet, been pea<5e, and .unlefs 
this war be carried on from generation to genera* 
tion, peace mufl: follow, and the verfes. will aafwerr 
the event, when it (hall come^. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

It is a faying of one of the fages that ** Cuftom 
ia a fecoud aature**' I beHcTc that there is more 
truth in this than is generally taken notice of: I 
have heard of a certain perfon who acciiftomed him- 
felf to take p6ifon by little and little^ until he took 
it for his whole food, and his body became venom- 
OU8 ; the practice of -uiing tobacco and fnuff, and 
even fpirftuons l]quor» confirms the point; and I 
have heard of a bag^pipery who was fo addicted to . 
phiying> that he would have arifen in his fleep^ and 
played his'accuilomed tanes with as much dexterity 
as if he had been quite awake. . The bag-piper 
would have got his- quarters kept for all this (as 
mufic has rather a tendency to provoke to fleep» 
than to awake the deeper) had not an unlucky 
dancing mafter taken up his lodging in the fame 
apartment; and when the piper began with his 
deeping tunes* the dancing*mafter was as ready 
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yfrkh hu fomoical dances, which made fiich a coa- 
founded ttoife as awaked all the familf^ who ma 
naturally to where the aoife led theiD«-«To at- 
tempt to dcfcribe their conftemation at* feeiog a 
piper playing, and a tripping dancing«mafter per* 
forming both in their piirts would rather mar than 
inend the comtcal ideas which will prefent theo^* 
felves to the reader's mlnd«-»Figure to yourfe^y 
gentle reader, the whole fcene of action. 

The confeif uence, howcTer, was, that the piper 
wa» obliged to feek a new lodging, the dandog- 
mafter waf permitted to ftay^ for they thought 
that when the muiic was rerooTcd» that be 
woi^ then ha'ire no temptation to daoce,— >but 
they were deceived^ for he had Aicb a merry 
bout the night before^ and fome of bia fiiirourite 
hornpipes coming into his mind* be pfadifed with 
much more noife the next nighty To that they were 
obliged to put him away likewife. — The unlucky 
adventure l^ad fuch bad effe£ks on the familyj that 
fome of the female part o£ it durft not enter the 
jBDoni of a^on alone^ for a twelvemonth !<<— I m j« 



,y Google 



34 

fdf have of late been fo accuilomed to flecpirtg 
tranfadions, that I have been often forry when I 

• ftwoke^ for 1 found my wit more re?.dy, my mempry 
more retentive, and my body more agile than when 

'awake. — Whether I performed my flceping cx- 

' ploits with my body, or only mentally, will not 
be eafily determined, as my wife fleeps fo found, 
that the anited noifeof the bag-piper and dancing- 
mafter would do nothing at awakening her- But 

' however this may be, my memory like Noah*8 ark,. 

' keeps clean and unclean, and if I am engaged in a 
jumping match, I can fpnng fift«en feet with 

' more eafe than two when awake ; atid I can, when 

•' occafion fcrvca, join the volatfle tribes zndfiy !-^' 

■ I' happened laft night before I went to bed, to be 
' in company with two Englifli taHors, and a Scotch 

miller ; after fome very agreeable converfation wc 

■ went to reft. When I fell afleep, my three com- 
panions again 'pfefented themfelves, a«d after the 

'tailors had entertained us with' fome chit chat on 
tlic faflnons, they were Kke to fall foul on one 

■ another about the mode of cutting breeches. Tfte 
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inillery however, not favouriDg fuch liifcourfe, prt^ 
nufedy if they would lay afide their difference to 
tell us a ftory. which he had lately heard.-»My at- ; 
tention was fo roufed at the& words^ that I urged., 
the miller to perform his promifc.— He, on the 
other hand, alleged, that it was -impoffible to pro-; 
ceed, {b long as thefetwo brothers :> of the cloth 
contcfted fo ftrenuoufly.-— I told him to leave that, 
to me, I arofe, - threw my coat, and fwore that-I 
would fqueeze them both into a thimble, if they 
would not fit quiet ; this had fome effect, for the 
poor creatures fat down crofe-leggcd at the fide of 
the table, while the miller began thus :— ** ^he 
day was near a clofe, the fetting fun gleam'd faint- 
I ly on the tops of the eailern mountains, not a 
breeze to (hake the tremulous leaf of the timid af* 
pin, the lowing herds had retreated to their .well- 
knowp fpldsi and the bleating. flocks had betaken 
themfelves to reft among the rural ferns, each dam 
with her lamb at her back ; when, the beautiful 
Anna, fair as the morning, frefh as the vernal 
flower, and in n^ent as the turtle dove went to- 
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loTed Sinrfy.— Saiidy was the ]^dc of flic valfey, 
and lon^ hid Sept a ndgl^liFbtiring flock. Anna 
vm a ^caHHy fhepBerd's danghtcr whofe ahceftors 
had pdfdTcd their huorble cot^ time immemorial ; 
her aged parents li^ed otily for her ; if a lamb had 
a^ypesCred amofng the ffiepherd's fmaO' dock, with a 
^Ringnfifhii^g BKck f^ot in it,— it wail niaTi:*d for 
Anna ; if thie bees were fdccefsfol ixi their induf- 
trtbtis Kbdhrs, the virgin hnre ihis always kept for 
Amia.-^<!}Ood rlfafon h^d the indulgent parents for 
thieir kihdhcfs. —Anna was' the fupport oFthcir old 
age«^In Anna ^as centered eVery wifli of thefr 
<lecltning years-^^With a- ffo^ ftep, and modelr 
afpecty Aiiha approached the well-known bower; 
it was the happy place of their endearing meet- 
ings'; it^as the witness of their mutual loves.— 
Entering, Siid ^expecting to fall into the arms of 
hik* te'i^er^ Sandy was not there ! jSand]^ *^i ^-^ 
ways puncYu^r-iritboir appointments, and often 
waited half an hour on Anna ; never till this night 
was Sand/s well-tried love called in queftion, — ^A 
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long hour had clapfedi— no fotnid of Satidy'i 
twad was heard— Why tarries my love ? have 
the bright eyel of any of the village nymphs at* 
tracted the tender heart of Sandy i how is it that 
he has ^got his Anna^ and for the firft time been 
vnfaithful to his word? during thefe reflections 
Anna was retting on the green turf befpangled 
with flowcr8.---The howling of a dog diffurbed 
her foHloquy, his complaint was mournful, and if 
he could have fpoke feemed to have faid, Aks ! I 
have loft my nMttter.-^^Amia, who& mind was a 
little difturbed, approached the place where (he 
heard the foandi and found the well-known dog, 
which belonged to Sandy, in a dejected pofture, 
mourning for his loft maften She called him by 
his name, he came and licked her fair hand, but 
teemed much difturbed. Anna, with trembling 
aiid unequal fteps, hied her home to her cot* 
tage, the fagacious dog following her. Tell me, 
faid fhe, thou faithful fervant, whereisthy matter? 
but, alas-! the queftion is needlefs, thou canft not 
anfwer rue. She fat her down difconfojate by the 
D 
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fire-fide — her parents wefe locked in the arms of 
fleep ; (he heard a foot at the door ^ her heart was 
moTcdt-rlt was Sandy's mafter.^ Sandy was an 
oiphan; his parents died when he was a child ; a 
wealthy farmer in the neighbourhood took him 
and brought him up. Sandy behayed him(elf well, 
gained the love and efteem.of his mafter, who was 
now in the decline of life, and having no children, 
he entertained a fecret refolution to make Sandy 
his heir. Sandy had long kept his (heep, and had 
the fole management of his domeftic concerns. 

A merchant had come late to look at fome of 
his ftock, which he intended for fale ; Sandy was 
a-miflingt and his mafter knowing that he had a 
partiality for Anna, naturally came to her father's 
cottage in queft of him. I thought, (aid he, that 
Sandy would be here: I }>eg pardon for difturbing 
you at (b late an hour, but Sandy is a-wanting, 
and I took the liberty to £ee if he was here. You 
are extremely welcome replied the fair A nna» (not 
a little difturbed) but I have not feen him this 
day ; his dog is here, and Aiems to have lofl his 
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naften Scarce had (he finiflied thefe words when 
a neighbouring boy entered with looks of concern, 
and feeing Sandy's mafUr, faid, with a fauUering 
voice, Make hafte, and run to the relief of Sandy, 
^hile there is hope ! What is the matter, (aid the 
good old man, with emotion ?— While Sandy was 
walking in the evening, he was attacked by the 
press-gang, the difgrace of a free nati«n»7-nobk 
was the r^fiftance which he made — his valour laid 
three of the defperadoes at his feet, but being 
overpowered by numbers, was obb'ged to yields 
^ and was hurried on board the tender. 
- Thefe words ftruck Anna as a thunderbolt— 
fhe was row no longer able to conteal her tears. 
•The venerable ferraer pereeived her confafion.--^- 
Dry up your tears, tender-hearted virgin, faid he, 
Sandy (hall net be long a captive ; I w31 go to 
Hhe captain of the veifd, and purchafe his freedom. 
Anna thanked him with her looks, and offered to 
bear him company. Away they- went for the (hore^ 
when the dull (hades of night yielded to the rof jr 
■Mraing, the flcy was bcfpangled with red ftreakiy 
D» 
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the plcaiaot prelude of the rifing fan ; the flan 
were growing dim ; and the light of day feemed 
<o triumph over the Ihades of night* When tbey 
.approaehed the (horei they pereeived fomcthiog 
•moTing upon the furface of the wateriB«->they 
.ftood ftill to fee what it wao* 'Aa it was then the 
flow of the tide, in a few minutea the waves drove 
the body of a man on the fand. Alas ! exclaimed 
Attna» perhaps fome widowed poor creature is kf| 
to mourn the buCband of her youths or fome fond 
^mother to deplore the lofs of a beloved fun,«-.oiv 
perhaps, a faithful lover to weep fot the tintitncH 
iy death of him who was defer to her bofom !*<».» 
They apph^ached the body, — the well known rib^ 
i>and betrayed the fecret«-^It was Sandy l-^he 
woic.the ribband on hk breaft,<.>-he got it froiti 
Anna, and was -now lying Jlfelcft on the beaeh.-** 
Extremity trys affection :«»0 my {on! and O my 
Jioverl was alternately repeated eagerly by the 
^wo afflicted fufferen»-*Atttia fmote her breads 
«nd tore her hair, and fefter fome frantic expre£> 
^QfA^ drppped down ia a firooa oollic body of her 
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»id for a few minutes was petrified with grief» at' 
hft recollecting htmfelf a little, he remored Anna* 
from the body> laid 'Her down in an eaff poftfate^ 
and laid the body in an attitude proper for dif« 
cbai^ng the water with which it was fiHcd^ and' 
esamining the body more minatety, he found it 
warm ; a ray ofhope fhot acrofr the breail of the' 
Gompaffionate farmery h^ watched with uaremit* 
ted vigtlance^^and at Jaft perceived the veroullioit' 
hue to tinge the pale Gps of Sandy. 

Tranfported by the difcoTery, He lives, he Uvesy 
flew from his tongue, before he was fenfible what 
he faid. The cheering words brought-Anoa out- 
of her fwoon^'-A pardon to the condemned crimi* 
sal in the f^tal moment preceding executioo^ could 
not give more joy than the figns of -returning life 
ia Sandy gave to his .Anna. She ibrted up> took 
him gently in her arms^ laid bis head on her fva 
b^om, chaffed his temples wkh her fair hand f an^ 
ufcd a thouiand little kind offices, .which can only 
He-fupppfed by. lovers, WhcA Sandy ^rctwrned to ' 
D3^ 
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Ininfdf in the samu of bsi A«bb> Ye fwmtn ! C9c« 
ckiMd Sandys io a Jheble tdnc^ is this Elyfimn: ?«««^ 
To be here b tm be Ueft 1 The c^utioita farmer 
by tbw tinle bad i^poiatcd a cafri^c to oolne an^^ 
<SonTcy Sandy ;hoine> and did not tbtidc proper til 
ftay any loogertbaia tfll ilaody was in afiatc.tir 
d^art.^TeH ine» JUd tbe afFeotionate farme? , heap 
was yaaxaA into the fea ? In my ftatt of coo* 
fiaeroent .cuuler batckety I made a (hi& to gj^ope- 
my way to tbc.deck ; and as xhi^ peateft part o£ 
tbe crew was a^eep,.aad my maftcr and ay Anna 
Mnmng la my iiiind» I knocked down tbocentkiel 
and jamped axer boatd» aad fw«» till I got witbiay 
as I thb»ght9 a iinsll diAance of tbr fliorc ; but 
being fotigued, and kfiiig my ' fti^ngth^ I gaive' 
myfdf tip to the mercy, of the waves, and if hea«^ 
^wn bad not feat you to preferre my life» I mttft 
kevitably ka«e peraihed. 

I£s^«nafter,^fter a gentle rebake for bis raflinefsy. 
Ipok bim homty acknowledged him. as his heir—.* 
iium bad tl|e faappkicfs to be joined ia mn^agiS 
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t«har SiiffAff iRJlh \ht mw/b^ conGmt of all ccm 
eerued/'^-^-^Althoiigh I was attattentioft wbile 
^ ftot]r was repeating^ I parcmcd that the two 
teiknrs #cfre otlierwtfe eaifiofftd^ they were ohaiL» 
iflg out the figure of the ^tfbaiMeihle hfecches oi^ 
the table; .and thoagh they dorft not opea their 
mouthu^ ihey taUted hierog^ypUcatty*--! awakea** 
ed« and eommilted the ftory to wnting, with thia 
aefleetion ; ^* What a clog af a body do we diagi 
sd>oot wfch us P^-*Iam continced that we wovid 
karn mow m one hour out of it, thatt to twenty 
years with k.— -But the time wiU cone when wt 
liall get free* 



vama 



CHAPTER IX. 

T««aa k fuch a ftnking contiaftrbetweea foHy 
a^ ferk>uftiefS| that X have ofteo wondered how 
two fttch oppofite principlei could be reconciled ia* 
'otte aad the iaa&e pcrfeito Do wc «ot &c mtof* 
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who to-day w3l act the Meny-Andrew, and to* 
norrow the ftaunch religiomft ?— One day at the 
ftagCy and the next at church; one hour at cards* 
and the ne«t at.ptayers ? We caiii I think, tmcr 
this conduct to no other iburce hut ta the levity^ 
of the human mindy andthat thofe who are more 
ftcady in their conduct have a hrger ftock of pm-^ 
dence, which acta as a regulator to temper every« 
action by ^. which prudence muA either proceedr 
from a fenfe<.of reh'gion on the mind» or from » 
foundation of good manners laid in our education^ 
Q&.perhaps from the ba(hfalnef«» timidilyy or hn-' 
manity of the natural temper and dtfpofitipn o£~ 
mind. But whatever it is that makes one man ' 
more fteady^thanjanotberf wemay» libink, allow, ^ 
that if every thought were to be committed tov 
writing that occurs. to the heft regulated mind, it^ 
would be the ftqingeft medley that ever a^peaftd in 
the world, anjd would rather look like the incohe- 
xcnt production of ^he brain of a bedlamite, thaik 
tjbic deliberate, actions of a found mind. I cauf 
Opt .h«l£, blamjpg .my fdf, ^d . a^t without rea£»n,^ 
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for being poffefled •£ this levity of mind ; fof , 
fince I' began to writet I have for the moft part 
had on the fool'^ capi and now 1 wouki wifh to be 
ferious.— ^If I would prefume to be feriom. in 
profey the worid wookl cenfure me> and fay that I 
wa« aiTomiitg an office far aboTe my charactert 
and I believe there are feme who db not beliete 
that dr nfan can be feriocis in veHe.^— The world 
mull jvA thiak its own way^ and I mine* 



SOME DETACHED THOUGHTS. 

A^^^ B* my fottl^ and bail the feriout fong« 

And let the fride in humble nutdbers teQ» 

If mortal man without prefumption may 

Contemplate b^aVeoly things f or if his viewm 

Muft ha conSn'd to the terreftriil ball 

On which he treads i Man's nature gives the a^« 

fjfrcr. 
Iffufferedtof^eakduti his compoimd immld^ 
4 
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• Cclefl.ial and terrene confirms the point* 
To heav'n and earth rekted, gWes him right 
To think of both 5 to turn his ejcs to heav'a 
Ai:d hail hi« native fkies^ or downward bend 
His looks to earthi and fee his mother there. 
Hcav'n join'd with earth compos'd his finlefs frame> 
When perfect launched from his Creator's hand 
Into a perfect world j— hell Joined with both 
Seduc'd him from obtdience> he threw off . 
iMlegiance to his Sovereign^ and incurred 
His juft difpleafure. But lo! heav'^n again 
Join'd with the earth to pluck him from the paw 
Of the devourerr and to re-iaftate- 
Him into favour loft.> Then well may man 
Contemplate Him who rules the wHeelfng globes^ 
And makes each williog ilar its circle keep* 
Obedient at his nod ;.that Fbw'r Supreme {= 
Wh« at Timers birtb did ba'ck the curtain draw 
Of non-ex'ftence» and w^ofe pow'i-ful word 
Spoke Nature into- being; when the fiars 
Pour'd forth their matins o*er an infant world.. 
Wdl may he him adore who ilmcbed out 
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The heaT^n'timmenfe unmeafurable fpace, 
And did its azure face ajkirn with flars, 
Which« as refplendent ciyftaly grace the night» 
And charm the far far diftant eye of manw 
Who by his mandate brought into exiftence 
This (lately fabricf our terraqueous globe^ 
With all its beauty and utility ; 
Infinite Wifdom's plan, the work of Power 
Omnipeteaty where cteatmre above creature 
Rational, animaly inaninatc» 
Their iUtions hold» in juft gradation placM, 
Rank above rank, from infect up to man» 
Froifl lifelffs matter up to reaa'ning pow V. 
Yet. not one fingle jarring link is found 
In the hanaonious chain ! O Providence i 
How nice to admiratton it thy texture 
Unto the ftudious mind ! an ample field* 
Teeming with wonders is by thee held up 
To the obfenrant eye. But mortal fight. 
Blunted by paifions, miferably dimm'd 
With fenfual mift, and by grofs earthly film 
So deep cncrufbed, it cannot obferve thee. 
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How great thy Author, Providence ! who turii« 
Thy rojiffy* whcd ; which, with incefent whirl, 
All nature regnktcs ; makes cv*ry creature 
In heav'n, earth, fca, and air, proclaim his pow'r. 
And preach his gobdnefs to a flecping world. 



Scarce had I fioiflied the hA Use, inihen my oart 
wer^ faluted with, ** Knives, and fliears^ and ra- 
zors to guind, to grind* to grinds to grind.*' Pre- 
fently a poor cutler mad« bis appearance, driving 
a clumfy machine hefere hinu Scarce had the 
cutler unyokcd.himfcif from his machine, until an 
elegant coach drove pad him with a coofiderable 
retinue of fervants. I was about to make fome 
obfervatioos on the difPerent appearance of the no- 
bleman in his coach, from that of the-.outler driv- 
ing his machine by the ftrength of his arms, but 
was interrupted by the entrance of the\Cutler, who 
aiked if I bad not a pair pf razors to grind. Al- 
though I was perfectly pleafcd with the edge of 
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my razors, yet I handed him a pair, merely to be 
delivered from his importunity, and to get my me- 
ditation indulged a little ; but I had fcarcely com- 
pofed myfelf when th^ cutler returned and afked 
me whether my razors were from Birmingham or 
Newca(lle« I told him it was no matter which, and 
defired him to do them well *< Sir, faid he, the 
knowledge of this is fo effential to grinding, that if 
I do not know it, it is ten to one but your razors 
win be entirely^ fpoiled ^ for, you muft know, that 
there is a very great difference betweeh the two 
places in point of temper, and as I have ilones 
and flraps of every defcription, I muft know whe- 
ther to lay them on a hard ftone, or a foft one ;— 
and whether to fet them on emery duft, dr a fmooth 
hone,— or" — My patience could hold out no 
longer,—" Grind one of them as a Birmingham, 
and the other as a Newcaftle one, faid I, aud then 
(if all razors be tnade at thefe two places) one ot 
them mull be right.*' He returned in about a 
quarter of an houi*-*-** Here, faid he, are your ra- 
zors,— one of them may ihave, but the Other lu as 
E 
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faft as a qabbage»»I paid him for his trouUe, and 
jiras glad that he enlarged ao farisher on the f ab- 
ject. 



CHAPTER X- 

« Thr rich and thf poor meet together" (fays 
a facred writer) ** and the Supreme 3^'}Dg is the 
maker of them all*'— Why then app6int one to 
drive through the world in a carriage, and another 
to drudge through it at the fhovel, the a;;:, or the 
jfox ? The reafons for this are heft known to the 
.Great Manager, neither is he obliged to gire rea« 
fonr to his 'creatures for his different ways of go- 
, veming them ; this procedure of Providence, how- 
ever, leaves ampk room for prefuppofing a future 
ilate of rewards and punifhments, even to thofe 
who are not privileged with revelation, and lets 
us alfo fee thefovereignityof the Great Governor, 
that he has a right to difpofe of his creatures as 
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lie pleafeth. He makes the poor fervant to tht 
rich, ** the borrower fervant unto the lender," and 
the ,wife man often fervant to the fooL Money is 
the teft of diftindliQn among mankindy and a man 
is eftimated according to the quantity of this be<« 
witching metal which lie poifeffeth, no matter 
whether he be a good man or a bad man^^if he be 
a rich man, he is a great man.— -The reader will, I 
hope, indulge me while I write a few verfes on 
k Riches. 

THOUGHTS ON RICHES. 

O Rich IS J thou fole foiiree of human grandeufy 
Thou prop of pride^ thou flatterer of many 
Thou demi*god whofe pow'r attracts the hearta 
Of tkoufands ; nor can the Athenian goddefa 
Boaft of^fo many votarieB as thee : 
What art thou but the entrails of the earth i 
And placed 4^wb below the feet of maau 
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Yet Aich the grovellingy forc[id> human mind. 

When ftupified by thy fallacious blaze^ 

Their hearts, alas ! they place beneath their feet i 

Di (honour to the dignity of man. 

But Riches, art thou not a Dagon-god I 

Thou muft be made before thou canftbeworihipp'dy 

And^o thy vot'ries thou couldft neTcr give. 

When '(landing on the trembling preciplece, 

A day, an hour, or yet a moment's lieence^ 

To lengthen out the feeble thread of life ; 

Thy value cannot purchafc peace of mind, 

Nor quench the pangs of an awaken'd confcience. 

Yet fo thou rulefl o'er the foul of man,. 

When by thy love he is intoxicate. 

He'll venture foul and body both to grafp ihcc. 

3o the young infant on the nurfe's lap. 

When his fhaall play-thing tumbles to the ground, 

W^ith eager eye the glitt'ring bauble fees, 

And ftraightway he from off the nurfe's knee, 

Would leap precipitant upon the ground i 

Whicbf if it did not end his infant life. 

At lead would iffuc in a fractur'd ikull| 
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A broietn kofle, or diflocattt j^itttf 
EVn fo ^aia tnea to pnfy t)ie gofldtd toy 
Of riches, fal as victitts at lu altan 
Wknefsy yt fctdToMs, gibbm, placet wliere 
The difioal f«cnt is but too often mwU 

Mv thoughts were calM off hj the eotiUnee of 
an old maoi clothed in a lhread4>are ooat, aa old 
fklhioned hat, and a pair of fhoes rent» and doot- 
«d ; lus face was tiMiagre and pale, as if hunger*bit« 
ttrtf aad his looks eager and demure. ** Will you 
take a £^t, and teH yoorfelf a litdi^ faid t, you 
ieem to be fatigued with travel i^ ^ I cannot 
complain of the fatigue, (aid he, bat I have good 
veafon to coa^ban of the expence of ttavelliog $ I 
have travelled oaly lAxsiit fifty miles, and how 
iniKh do yo« tlbt^k it has eoft me ?*' «< I cannot 
be a pitoper ju^ of your eftpenees, faid I ; Wk 
cording to the appeOranee which you iliake ia Ite 
tank of life, your travtfifng fifty Wak(^ csidoot bo 

K 3 
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foppofcd to have coft you very mtich. If you hare 
not fpent your money in unneoefiary drinking^ not 
a great fum would fupport the body that diflance, 
if you have been iti health." " Think what you 
will of iti.faid he, it has coft me bo lefs than eight* 
pence ! I have feen the day when I could have tra- 
Telled it for half the fum ; but every thing is now 
two prices, at my firft night's lodging the landlord 
had the afluradce to charge tiyo-pence for my bed, 
and I could not prig him a halfpenny down : but 
bought wit is beft, as the ftying is^ for next night 
I, crept into a hay-ftack, and covered myfelf over 
with hay, and lay very fnugly, and had my two- 
pence in the piQrning, which maintained me all the 
day ; for you kpow that a penny fevM, is a penny, 
got." " You are very frugal, faid If but pray 
how do you time yo^arfelf in your'diet at twopciice 
n-day ?" " Why, I . buy a half-penny worth of 
jnilk in the mominjg, and a half-penny loaf, and 
jBijn at the fame ejcpcncc at night, and when I qa<». 
Mxr^ oFt m]k% I take a penny loaf morning and 
g, and wa(t4t down with water, wjiich it 
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you know the promifed food.** " Your circum- 
dances muft be but low, faid I, when you travel 
upon fuch poor aUommce ?" . ^< Not fo low neither, 
as you may perhaps imagine, faid he, I was depofit- 
ing Bug hundred pounds in the bank }aft now, 
which was thexaufe of this journey, and I can tell 
you, that 1 can lay out (hiUing for ftuUing with 
many viho ride in their coacH ; but I know the va- 
lue of money better —A pared of ignorant (pend« 
thrifts i who will think* nothing of fitting down, 
and fwallowing Brt /hillings in a tavern— «*no won* 
der to fee fuch wafters want ! But I am now re« 
turmng home, and have ^ot mv money fafely lodg- 
ed, or I would not have told the caufe of my jour- 
ney to the Apoftle Paul himfeff j for thieves and 
robbers are ndw fo common, that aa honeft man is 
never fure of himfelf.?' . 

I by this time found that my gueft was one of 
thofe wretches, who, according' to Blair would 
ftarve himfelf in this world, and ri(k damnation in 
that to come £ot the love of money.-** When he was 
departed, I iat down and wrote the following lines i 
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Tilt pitoiotta metal ; all its Tikie feft 

Ui^ bis laggard iboL His life b ^nt 

{• aaxiMiB thougfatt and to iacpeafe hb flom 

la tiK iiii|feoitaiit biu'nelii of hb lifew 

And yetthe wretch life's cBomforts aeVcrtafies^ 

Wh3c he denies httnfelf its jnvper fti^oit. 

Can fuch m man have bowds to impart 

Some of his ftore the needy to relieve ; 

Or can hb heart for the afflicted ^l 

A fyai^thctic pity ; can his hand 

Oramp'd faf tht We of gam* pour in the babs 

*Of cbafelation to the woanded heart i 
Ah no 1 he <»anot with his idol part» 

Hut when cotftrainM by fad nccefiitys 
And when his hand mud fei^e the dai&ig ba|^ 
To pull but Mb a penny» how it trembks i 
hoag in hb hand he holds it« and with gritef 
Surveys both fides; his heart ftriags bleed to pait| 
And when half forc'd from hb reluctant ha^d^ 
Thb Jo»dftoae i^ thc^dcvil dam hb «yt 
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With ftroDg magnetic force^ till from his^fight 
Evanifh'd — ah \ a member of his gud 
Torn ofF| and with it ptiUs out half his fouly 
And leaves the wretched relics of the poor 
Idolater to fcream a hopelefs pray'r 1 
£ven fo the failor's new efpoused bridcy 
When her lov'd partner muft fet out to fca, 
Unwilling to be widowed fo foony 
She clafps her arms around her new-made httf« 
. band, 
And by a clofe embrace her grief exprefleth 
Xhat they fo foon mud .part 9 and there (he dwelU 
Until the fatal cry is made " Hoift fails." 
With ^what reluctance are her.tender arms 
Prevail'd upon to quit the lovely hold ? 
And as the (hip with full fpread (treamers fails^ 
Her wifhful eye her wat'ry courfe purfuefi, 
Uutil (he feem to mingle with the Jcy, 
And to the eye is loft among the wayea» 
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CHAPTER XJ. 

It was a cuftom> I thiftk, among^the Egyptians 
to write by hieroglyphioft If this cuftom were 
ftill to be obferiwd, I think we might'find a "tatlety 
of the animal tribes not very unfit embfcncrt tfy re* 
prefent m^ny of the httn&an fpeefes by :— for in* • 
ilancey a lion for a ftrong man» an ox for a patient 
man, a bee for an indaftrieu»man, a fox for a fub« 
tk man, a game cock for a herO) a bare for a 
cowardy a ferpent for a' wife many e gander for a 
block-beady a porcupine for a man of bufinefs, and 
a jack-afs Far a lover ;-*>aKb in th^ feminine gen- 
der a^ pea-hen for a beanty, a turtle for a fatthfol 
and virtubus woman, ^duck for a coquet^ei a wrem 
for a prude, a magpie for a fcold, and a monkey 
for a jilt.— «I had altooft forgot among the male 
hieroglyphics to mention the fenfualift, but as he 
(carcely can be reprefented by one iingle animal, I 
would mark down a moofter for himi with the foce 
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parts of a fwine» and theJiioder partt of a golt*— 
There is aot, I think» upon earth a aiore pitiaftk 
character than the Yoluptuary ; the temperate opaa 
ufeth all ineans in hk power to prcferve bts life, 
but the Yoluptuarf uieth all in«az» in his power to 
^eftroy his; every intemperate and illicit act which 
he indulgetb is a fpecies of Cuicidci for the dregs 
of his pleafures at laft drink op bis vttals» and of- 
ten bri^g the man to a premature Jeatlu 



Ys filken fons of eafe who carelefs loU 
Down pleafures foft*run tide« and |(ather flow'rs, 
Tho' ye fboold pull them on the brink of ruin ; 
Think that the rofe fometimes conceals the thomi 
Who eat the honey ibmetimes feel the fting. 
Forbidden apples, tempting to the eye. 
When pluck'd ezpofe our nak^dnefs to view. 
Who jQeep in pleafure^s lap* czpofe their locks 
Of ftrength to fall before the poifon'd edge 
Of fenfual razprj whole 'benumbing fweep 
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'Steals imperceptible^ nor wakes the mmd, 
'Till watchfulnefs and fortitude o'erpow*r'd, 
Their polls abandon, leave the hopelefs field, 
"And broken ranks to ftand the fierce attack 
Of lawltfs paffions, which, ftirrM lip, emit 
More than Philiftian rage ; thefe feize the man. 
And put out Reafon'a eyes, and drag their captiye,. 
Not into Dagon*s, but the Devil^s temple. 
To make them fport, and few return again 
Till hurried in its ruins ; a fair profpect 
By pleafure is held out, great things are promised, 
But when enjoyment comes, ye fools, bear witnefsf 
Your joy 8 are crufhed in the very grafp« 
As when a fummer morning all ferene. 
Adorned with the early fun fprings forth, 
When in the night had fallen the gentle dew j 
Whofe eafy fall will not fo much as break 
The tender thread fpun from the infcct's bowels j 
When by a thorny hedge the fchool-boy walks, 
And with furprife furveys the fpiders's web 
Expanded curious on the tender Ihrub, 
So nicely vrowght its texture, far furpaffeth 
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The carious gause wrought in the artifl'a loon. 
And being coYer'd all with pearlj dew, 
And gilded by the fun's delightful raysy 
The web feems tingM with filvery and invites 
The curious eye of the miftaken boy. 
Who now with fixed purpofe rufheth in 
Among the thorns, to catch the curious toy. 
That therewith he his fellows may anmfe. 
And pleafe himfelf, and nothing will him flop, 
Although his hands and face with thorns are 
' fcratch'd, 

Yet Hill he prefies on till he arrives 
At the bkft fpot, and.reacheth up his hand. 
That be the jewel may make all his own. 
But who can now defcribe his fad furprife. 
When at the fummit of his fanguine hopes 
Thus to be difappointed ; lo I the pearl 
■Evanifhes when grafp'd, and quickly turns 
Among his dingers to ah'quid nothing* 
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I have lor foae weeks paft, occafiooally been 
poring on Suchan's Doroeilic Medicinci aad no- 
thing will, go dows with tO€ fiaccy but the dudj 
of th^ human framey tbe diieafefr incident to it^ 
and the cure^ proper for carrf ing them off. Every 
man that I caeet with, I addrefs by tbe appellation 
of doptoVyMd if I have but a broken cbairi I order it 
to be feut to tbe doctor. In ihort^ I am grown fuch 
a v^tttdmariaD as to convert my n^at into phy(ic, 
my drink into julepa, and even fnuff and tobacco into 
imaginary medicines^ — I confefs indeed that I am 
entirely ignorant of the oi pubkf the o# tacra^ with 
the arterial and ligamental theory of modem an^i- 
tomy } but I have a fyftem peculiar to rayfelfi and 
in my anatomical difiections, 1 divide the man into 
three parts, viz. the bo»y, the rvasc, and the 
WATCH.-*-Thefe I reckon to be the principal con- 
flituents of the man-^-^the body is the chief agent 
which peip^meth sJI the operations, the purfe the 
grand regulator, under the influence of which 
every action is performed, and the watch is that, 
by which time is meafured for bufinefs, for amufe* 
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■fient, and (if any is allowed) for devotion. Now 
the doctor of phyfic feels the pulfation of the 
body, and prefcribes for its health ; the lawyer 
feels the pulfe of the purfe^ and gives it a copious 
purge, if too corpulent; and therefore may be call- 
ed a purfe-doctor ; and the watchniaker heart 
and obferves the pulfe of the watch, and regulates 
It accordingly, and may be called a doctor of 
machinery. There is, indeed, another part, which 
fome will have to bdomg to the man^ called soul ; 
but it is fo little taken notice of, that it rather 
feems to be an appendage to, than any principal 
part of the man* There are doctors appointed for 
this part of the man alfo, called fpul-doctors, or, 
doctors of divinity, but I confefs I never hear of 
any making application to them, though numbers 
a«e daily running with their bodies to the doctor 
of phyfic, vrith their purfes to the lawyers, and 
with their watches to the doctor of machinery.— 
We have, I think, but one of two conclufions to 
draw from this obfervation,— That either fuch 
men have nd fouU, or if they have, they ere very 
healthy onea. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



I happened the other day to be in corapaoj 
with two gentlemen ; after talking a confiderable 
time on various fubjects, I perceived one of them 
frequently to confirm what he had advanced^ by 
f wearing by Saint Luther ; the other fcorning to 
be behind his companion, and thinking it below him 
not to have a faint to fwear by, fworc by Saint Mar- 
tin ; the firft was a little ftartled at hearing a faint 
brought ujwn^thc carpet which he knew nothing 
of, and infifted X)n hearing his hiftory. Tbe other 
being either unable, or unwilling to give a fatisfac- 
tory defcription of his faint, told him only tbat 
be was among the great efl: faints that ever liv«d on 
the face of the earth* His companion! who hated 
,to be out&inted, told him, that let him be who he 
would, he was but a dunce of a faint when com- 
pared with Saint Luther, and he could prove it*- 
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After a fpaavt Tcrfaal conffict about tbi ait|[mtii(i« 
of their faints» thcj both agreed to refer Hie baft« 
seis to me to decide. I told them that I was not 
ftilled in ^e hiftory of faints bat if eaeh of 4hctn 
vouLd give a defcription of the life acid actions of 
his faiat» I would give my judgment accordinglyw 
The &tt infifted, that if it had not been Saitt 
ljUther» every foul in ^hc church of England weold 
kave gone to heS, and challenged hia antagonifr 
to bring Ibrward a faint who bad done fo much 
good. The othei' replied that the feftival of Mar 
tinmas was obfervcd in honour of Saint Martin» 
and that no fuch day was named after Saint Luther* 
After I had heard both fpeak in behalf of tbrir 
&int89 1 told the gentlemen, that in my opinion it 
was one and the {ame faint, which they both fwore 
by, jpamely, Martin Luther, Tbe gentlemen 
both blufhed at their ignorance of their faints, and 
they were never more mentioned during our con- 
verfation, after making one obfervatlon, viz. that 
ihey were both happy in being on the fame footi<ig» 
After the two gentlemen were depart^^ I 



d by Google 



66 

Iband a idifious impreffion on my mind ; perhaps 
oa the account of fo itonch mention being made of-* 
faints : be this as it will, I happened to lilt a book 
•a divinity, and after r^aduig the title page, X 
found added, **- Adapted to the ufe of Cooiroon 
Chriftians.^* — ^Aftcr reading a' page or two I fell 
into a profound deep in my elbow-chair ; and the 
book feeming ftill open to my imagination, an old 
gentleman prefented himfelf, and looking on the 
book, afked me if I could explain the meaning of 
the words that were fubjoined to the title-page : 
I anfwered no. He told me that if I would have 
a little patience, he would repeat aii ode that^ 
would perhaps throw fome light on the matter.-—. 
^ I thanked him for the inftruction he'mMit to give^ 
9e, and after a fhort paufe he began thus*. 



AN ODE. 

Say honeit mu& did e'er a tailor, 
^ hbckimitb^ xobhleo. or a jiAik^y 
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Set. «p his fiice (o heaven and fay a grace> 

O'er flagons of Madeira wine 9 ' . 

Or rich plumb-pudding dreffed fine. 

With haughty wrift begirt with Flander's lace ? 

Ab every man of fenfe may well fiippofe> 

Such meat would bluHi to meet a vulgar nofe* 

A Glafgow herringy and a cabbage! • 
Are reckoned precions common gabbage, 
Ajid fent by heav'n to line thr poor man^'*nbft^ 
Why not ? you'll fay^ when horfe and cow, 
And ev'n a Cajmoby brood«lbw> 
Would be content with worfe to fill their criba b 
Ha 1 cfies the learned reader, this is fine. 
To write of horfes, cqws, and Cannoby*brood 
fwine! 

Reader, 'tis neither Here nor there* 
Whether a wig^> or natural hair. 
Or night-cap; ornament thy learned phiz ;^ 
Would 11 thou thy wig or cap lay down, 
AndnatufaHze thy honed crown, 
And fhcw tot heay'a thy vifage as it is>, 
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And take « duir, fec^thow tt Staaia Wom yt^ 
And tcft « while, till I relate a Aery. 



A STORY. 

When John o^ Nokei» «nd Tarn o^ Sttkt 

Had travieH^d Come fatiguing miles* 

Th«ir beUki* fiir, on them made fome demands : 

For man is made of flefli and bbod^ 

And not of marble^ bra&y or wood» 

By nourishment the tabernade ftands. 

To fpeak more plain in honed, Eogh'fli verie^ 

Their hunger* Sir, was nom grown very Btroe. 

Their tongues did for their bellies feel. 

They talk'd about a loin of veal. 

And verbally devoured mutton pies* 

But as a ftcep they walked down. 

Before them rofe a (lately town, 

Whofc lofcy fpires fccm'd half-way to the Skies* 
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No wonderi Siri their hunger wing'd their feet» 
Which in Ihort time did prefs the paved ftreet. 

They did not ftop to read the figna 

Of Britifh fpiritSy foreign wineft, 

And all the glaring ftories which they tell v» ; 

The utmoft aim of all their hope, 

"Was levelled at a pailVy (hop, 

For to fill up the vacuum in their bellies. 

When lo ! an ample row of pafl'ry fhops. 

With pots and ladles did invite their chops* 

Now, Sir, their characters to {Taint, 

John was devojft,^^n humble faint, 

And when he ate, did ne'er forget the grace i 

And was as affable and kind. 

Unto the tradefman, or the hind, 

As to a prince that fills the higheft place ; 

And always was content with homely cheer^ 

A dice ot bacoi^y or a pot of beer« 
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Bat Tarn was made of finer dudi 
Wat come' of bloody and. therefore muA 
At every place affociate with the gentry | 
And when good ftuffing be bad feen» 
Soffletimes forgot wtthilomach keeni 
To aflc his Maker's bleffing at the entry ; 
And yet for^iU that* Sir, he was prodigiow> 
What fome people calU quality. religious. 

• 
But here was food for cv'ry palate. 
The pampered lord> the fervile valet, 
For Brownifts, Mcthodrfts, and Trifmcgillians. 
But John fometime had fix'd his eye 
Upon a fign that hung near by. 
Entitled " A Di(h for Common Chriftiana/* 
And wrote in glaring characters below. 
Prepared by T- — r, W— n, & Co. 

O W— — n ! when thou didft nod 
Thy phiz above the word of G— -, 
Thou little thoughtft to be collcagued heref 
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Or patrooixe fo bafe a fample^ 

Who merit turns into examplei 

Thy flock were alwaysHFed with better cheer; 

But thou (as we muft do) art fled awaj» 

And every dog can only have his day. 

John of thi3 {hop made choice at lafl* 

To go into for a repafli^ 

And with fome food to ftay his hunger's craving, 

But l^am thought k below his rank 

To whittle at a porker's fhank, 

And deem'd his fellow little lefs than raving} 

And counfell'd John at the head inn to dine. 

To drown a partridge in a glafs of wiut« 

In fhort, Sir, the conteft grew hot, 
The one would go, the other not, 
John was for common, Tarn for gentle feeding } 
John would the Common Chriftian join. 
Although he was not worth a coin. 
Tarn fwore that none but gentle faints had breed* 
ing. 
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But to relieve them both from great Texatioo, 
They told their cafe to Mr. O— rv — n. 

This gentleman was right fagaciou8» 
Fitted to fdve each cafe yexatioiis. 
And both fides of the queflion fairly knew ; 
For when he argued pro and coUf 
Conviction flew to every one. 
If he could but diflinguiih black from blue ; 
When twice he hemm'd» and had his forehead 
. ftrokc, 
With confcious eloquence he filence broke. 

" The cafe is nice, I plainly tell ye, 

'< Since both the confcience, and the belly, 

** Are deeply intereftcd in the choice ; 

** They governed are by different laws, 

**i Different provifion fills their maws, 

" Both thefe confider'd, ye may give your voice ; 

"* And in few words I'll make you both acquaint, 

** Both with the common, and the gentle faint. 
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^^ The Commofi Chriftian in his cottagei 

<< Sits humbly down to bear-meal pottage, 

^* And ffiiys his grace before he lifts his fpoon ; ' 

<* And though he (hoold have nothing got ^ 

<• To wafk' his morfel o'er his throat, 

** He gives his Maker thanks when he has done ; 

^* And if his purfa can reach the oait-nieal wallet, 

'•* He's doubly thankful, and a feaft doth call it. * 

** This done, away to work he trudges, 
*• And plys among his fellow drudges ^ ' 

^ At plough, or cart, pick, (hovel, ax, or hamnnef $ 
<* By this, his honeft undertaking, 1 - 

** He keeps the thread of life from breaking, 
** Procures xoarfe br/ead to fliU bis children's ch* 
mour, * ' . . .J ** 

*.* For what man. Sir, whoftf heart is not of ftone^ 
<* Will fit and cat, and fee his babes lo<)]fc 0m ' '* 

<< At dinner-time he treats his ftomach^ .C -^ 

** With loppe^M milk, or barky drammock, « - 

** A good fat l^aggies, if his put (e' can fpare iKi - 

<5 
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«* If not, \t^$ fc«c^d to be ooatcpt, 

<' And lo •bfieme an znwBoi. lcnt» 

*< |Ii9C»ni.7 ftfick. takes caution's himdfto liTare tt« 

*< When, (ufipev comes, inttcad. of better meat^ 

<< He feeds ly^ potatoes » pael and eat» 

*\ Befideli» he is obliged to pra7» 
H And read: the fcii^ares twice arday, 
'^ And to the church to trudge on foot each Sun- 
day, 
'< And Hand the belkua of tihe veather» 
f* Thro?' nols, md moor, and bent* aidd heather/ 
** Tho't fliould. unfit him br his work on Moa- 

.days 
-4f A piece of paper read him from the roftntm» 
** Contains for fouls the univerfal noftromb 

^ And if he through a fenfiial Aart, 

<< Should chance to tafte an apple tart, 

<< Or fnatdt a morfel when it wants the blefiiag, 

<< He is by pcMt'c penance iham'iT ; 

f H he fefofe he's (urely d(.«-;d> 
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^ And notching heard (com -every tongue but bifs- 

. ing. 
^' Eack one will the poor iinaer's prefence ihuOf 
*' ^Till hia repentance "be cntirclj doae. 

^^ And then another fad vexationy 
** Is what they call eaaminatioDy 
** Hard learned ^ueftions by the qiterift giv'n ; . 
'< Which if he cannot well pronouncCt 
^ He's counted but a iilly diince» 
"** And told kt*^ in a climate far from heav'n ; 
^* The learned doctor him fo fmoothly chidea^ . 
*• His words would pierce a nuin through ten bull* 
hides* 

«< As for the gentle Chriftian's food, 

** It will not pals unlefs 'tis good ; 

** As boil'd and roafted» partridge, powt, and 

pullet; 
** His bread the fineft of the wheats 
** And but«er'd fconest foft» bleffed meat : 
** Feafe |)aiiiiocks wo«ld in|ttre his holy gullet i 
^ Ga 
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^* And for his drink he guzzles him )ind ckret, 
** And counts't next to a mortal fin to fpare it« 

" His ghollly father to his hands, . 
** Chps off a few of the commands, 
** Such as the third, and fcventh, and tenth to pleafe 

him ; ' 

** And if he chance to play the thief, 
*^ And ileal a bit forbidden beef, 
** A guinea of both fin and (hame will ea(e him ; 
" For you muft know, 'tis far below his rank, 
^' To clap his breech on a repentance plank, 

" The old cnthufiaftifi fcrawl, 

« Wrote by the fage, and dwarfifh P— I, 

** Is Icfs efttem'd than two tobacco ftoppers, 

** We modern P — I's have greater merit, 

f( W^'re wifer than thy Mailer's Sp— t, 

" So fpare your jaw, P— 1, we will turn the c^p* 

pers; 
«« 'Tiar not our int'reft now, in modern timesj 
** Publicly to robuke for public crimes. 
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** To makr « public* low repentancet 

" Hit mooefy Sir» cam icreen him from d«— n>«-A{ 

** No ftigmi OB his naaie they &Cp 

-** Becaufie he has a coach and iu 

^* Whene'er he will to wheel him to f— ir— n« 

<< And, Sir, when greedj dogs wenld fnarltng 

come, 
^ A bone will make the fallen mafti£F dumb.'^. 

Here Mr. O— rv^n ended ; 

Said f* Gentlemcot ye're not offended, 

<' That I fo long have kept yon from your dinoen^ 

** But here je may both pick and cboofe, 

** Accept the good, the bad refufe, 

*' For well, I'm Aire, ye are two hungry fianers* 

^* But I muft leave ye now* for Vm in hafte, 

^* Let each of you (tM his diff'ren^ tafte.'^ 

When he had ended all he {aid* 

Tam fidg'd and laugh'd — Joha fhook his head^ 

And blip ** Sir* anfwer me a fiogle query < 
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** Suppofe there i8 anotter worM^ 

** When out of this we're fairly huilM^ 

^ For in ft we have but few years to tarry j 

•* Win there no difference be from what is here, 

** And neither one nor other change their cheer i^ 

Then Mr. O— rv— n fmlPd, 
Said, *« Sir, you*re loath to be beguiPd $ 
** But of thefe matters 1 know very little* 
*' Some talk of an old fafhion'd book* 
*« FuU of fuch fluff from nook to nookj 
*• But hang me if I ha'nt forgot the title J 
-•* It tells, that fuch as get their good things her^i 
** Sliall iu the world to come, have fobcr cheer* 

^ It tells, if we may truft the clatter, 
•* Such cannot have a cup of water, 
** Wfien they are fore a-thirft to- dip their toiigu6 

in; 
** Bacf news to every Jolly foul, 
^ Who fets the ca/k*befi(le his bowl, 
^ Aiid till 'tis empty fcorris to put ilft iung iit f 
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^* So gentlemen I bid you both adiea,^* 

^hen John o^ Nokea without a wor j|' 
Stepp'd up to tafte the common boards 
And ne^er fo tnii<£ as once peep'ii o'er his (houldef^ 
But Tarn o* Stiles, with paniper^d laftcj v 
To the grand hotel fiew With kafte$ 
Whofe elegance makes human n^tar': prduder | 
Wbere both their jaws did for their b'elUes work| 
* ^Till hunger fled before the knife and {brk» 



IJow learned Sir^ put on your wig, 

The ftory*3 done^^tnd I*m a whigi 

If t its fellow ever, read in hifl^ry $ 

But you, Sir, who with learning dcejV 

Into each fyllable can treep^ 

Do not you think tis like' prbphetic myft'ry f 

I know youMl fay, which may perhaps hi imt0 

The wrtier hb hikd tMtbing elfe. to do« 
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CHAPTER Xlir^' 

What toakc^ a m«i t aad what mmheB a Chiif- 
tian i were two qQcftioas oace aiked nt a wife aiafi. 

The anfwers «f tbe fege wei^ Aort» but pcfti- 
neot-i^^ HoDcfty nmkes a man* and pietj mal^ 
a Chriflian." 

While I mofed on die wiSdOta of the fage» afid 
th&juftnefs of his anfwers, I fell into a found ileepi 
and the following dream prefented itfelf to mj 
imagination* — Methought I fawaperfonof diflin* 
guifhed figure, and drefs fitting an a vmgAi6ctot 
feat» to whom ^U ranks of people* nale and femak, 
came running from all quarter9 with difficult ^u^i- 
tians, whiqh he anfwer^ to the admiration of aU* 
The firft who prefumed to interrogate Jkim was a 
young man, elegantly- drcfied $ he walked in a fine 
pair of boots, the waift-band of his breeches came 
up to his breaft | his veil not abon a Upan loiigf 



d by Google 



81 

and a Aiperfine coat. H« came forward with « 
iilver-inotinted cane in his band, and afked stt the 
i^onderful perfon, " What makea. a gentleman ? 
To which he anfwcred ** Money/' — Tlie gentle- 
man made a low bow, and retired witli feeming fa« 
tisfaction. The next was one of the fair fex» who 
aiked at him ** What makes 'a fine lady V* ' To 
iTvbich he anfwered» " Drefs.*'— The lady retired, 
looking on her different omamentSf by turns, aH 
the way. A mined company next prefented it- 
felf^it was conipofed of men in all the variety of 
drefs, from the gold- l|u:ed coat > to the coarfe rufTet 
frock ; their fentiments, however, feenEied not to 
be fo different as their garb : for one afked in th$ 
name of trie whole company/'* What mjike a fuc- 
cefsful lover J" Their anfiver was, " Money and 
impudence*'^— « A part of the company' which I 
under flood to be rich, went away very* well pleas* 
ed, but the refi were rather a little dcjetted: when 
one of their number toming about to his fdlows» 
faid, ** Courage, friends ; I hope all will go well 
with os; Mfor my pfTti though I h^Ve got no 
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■a<Aiefi I have} Amok kctven^^ prettf good ftock 
of impiiddioryluid I wriSl net ]rct ^dd^air.tkf 6iccefs.^^ 
Tke Btest ihat caflte fortmrd was a meny fettow, 
fireflbd mutb like a l»aileqi<B> he came briflclj Ibr- 
wardy and» throwiog Ua cap caftleCsIy at kia feo^ 
iajid> ''Aa^ pka& your worftip what«Mka a 
Ibol V*. ** PoTcrtV fii^d the fage. Thenvafwec- 
ed the fdbw, <* I asi one^ ip erefy ttttt of the 
wordy for there has not heeB coin ih my pocket 
thefc three vreeks | but if I he 2fared uctil EsAnu 
iday nighty L have a £vr poo^ct of receivng two 
pouada; and then, I hope» I wfll.he a great deal 
wifer^ and if hearea wouU but Uefej^ with two 
or three i&ore» I woidd ^venturfc to write a iyHt^m 
of divinity* althotighy I heltcve^ Tom Thumb-s 
pby-bookwould be too hand a taflc for me «t 
f)refcnt.'' A poor coiitttryman came next* with a 
very defected coontenaijcei 4Uid aiked in a imivro« 
fill tone» ** What is the heft remedy for a fcol4mg 
wifef Hisanfwer was <<a halter.'' The poor 
flow's legs could hardly perform their office* as 
he retired^ and it was wbifpered amoag ^he maki« 
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tuJe that ht W9t actually lookitog at foow vopes m 
hiB w^ boote.-tK-Mx attcntion was nut roaiied bf 
m gvenl ftir wKich I firw among tke mnkitudicy who 
were all making way &r a certain perfon who waa 
piieiBog fiift fefwsrd to thii ozack of admiration ( 
but vhut aftoatflicd me m^ft wasy that whencvef 
tliie p^rfon appeared* the wife maa who &t on th« 
wag^ficeat feat difinonntedy and ran awaj as fitft 
as.htf could. This pcrfiin next movnted the featy 
aadlooking asouiid him» had fomethiog fo ftrikiag 
in hkcouatenancey that many who looked at him 
liad to tarn their eyes anotlier way, and conld not 
flaad the fpkndoor of his countenance. He then 
addreilM the multitude thus x-«-^' How long) ye 
'fimple ones, will ye love fimplioity; and the 
fcomers delight in their fcoming ; and foob hate 
knowledge ? Turn ye at my roproof : ye have all 
this while been hearing an impoftor^ who anfwers 
,your queftionaonly according to the degenerate 
tafte of a depraved^ woiid s his name is Fal/e OpU 
niofiydic offipring of riches and flattery^ and as great 
an enemy to tnith and ferioufnels as is in the world. 
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^ My name is the Genius of Truth, and' I am feat 
into tlie world to warn men of tbts impoilor ; but 
he hat gained fa much gp'ound that the generality' 
of mailkiad Ihut their ears at my coiinfel. Think 
not that I am ignorant' of the anfwers which he 
gaye to your qu^ions ; I heard them all ; but I 
did not.difcover myfelf.uatil he had gone a cer- 
tain lengthy that I mig^ have an opportunity of 
fliowing the worid the fallacy of his anfwers.-^- 
And youy $>ir9'who caime firft forward, and wanted 
to knowy What makes a gentleman ; let me tell 
you that there* is not a word more abufed» hack- 
ney ed» and proftitutedy than the word gentleman « 
Can that mad deferyc the name of gentleman who 
is void of all the feelings t)f humanity ? who fteels 
his heart againft the groans of mifery, and who is 
proof againft the cries of injured tnnoceqce, and 
wretched povprty ? No Sir, though he were pof- 
fefled of all the wealth lehich a thoufand mines 
can yield, he would be no more than a civilized 
favage. In this depraved age, every fop fuppofes 
that be puts on the gentleman with a fuit of fine 
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ek>thet; althaugh vanity* fhbuM be the only qua- 
lity he IB poffeffed of. 1 knew one ^ SStU 
hiinfeir a gentleman of the mifg^, ^^""^iAM 
of fomenpte; tfaefe epitb«MR?iiHd ^feafi J W'gR^ 
to himfdf to his liindk>^#AS^«%I»fi<fa^'Us^5agi 
ed ; hut when the di^ ^lil^rbj^f tiiW(»^(!!4&Sb 
accomplifiied gentJ^falM^'ha^^eePaFh^riimd. 
jiej to pay for hia lod^tt^ «d$ tftSttgfi IfttPiiaUff. 
lord bad fo much goodiflftdiJ^l^tfa^Vklfd^F^^ 
.gentleman's word of h^mtriA^p^di^oT'i^fhiiM, 
which he was £att not 'to*teeiQ^#Ne%^'^(?«S. 
vUity to wonder at the landl«M«S>ii«iri5!ii]| ^liSiB 
him ibme money to carry him ll6i»ky'BiFliJ9]ob?. 
oey ; and I fuppofe th^ he acted 4h^(9a§^i^ ' 
9» little rcmorfe of oonfciencey as he Mirm iiS^e 
done the character of Klch in the Beggar%t9^$i6M. 
Sttcb geiitlemien are not only the difgraifb^f me 
ftagcy butthey are thedifgrace of theftagieoF1^'(i• 
Ihan life.— -And you. Sir, for all your ngiWiRf 
are far from being a gentleman : you arc ari^Qjf- 
preffor to your tenants, a tyrant to your fervarit^, 
and a fcourg^itQ'. the poor* There is one ftandik% 
H 
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€nn yo^r tigbrtj ^sfi^imbaWefd.mageatkciKi k 
tSISS fevlf Sf ^^ ^''^ * )^ ^^ bteHbd mth riches^ 
)ijBt)]»(}y*4>^ fJ^ »fl one ^o nwii give an 
?«g>8?l)aRJlJJ h«irq»P«W».i<W «re hapfiyv the bfefm 
i§S&l4<^5*«W(W4l*l^*l*t^4 aw: difly Onmored 

,?»^Up5^*%«npiftifl'»*»" ^^^ hcckonfeg tt> 

fflW^ |ffl»fe»» VW*P» afeir be faftd bteo etjok- 

-<f§ofaiFif84tf«r^t|f, f«jefldtht ««eg*ntkmaa by 

' iriHvqWSl^rfd^^n^dt'******^^*^^"* a> ifhe bad 

!)9ilF 6fif)9v^ kitUD9.aii4 ihrew luiniatoa.liineftotte 

gf^juush^ ncEt pjuA a. whip into the hand of pite 
jj^ ^^paaeft of his fervaolify and Udf ^ See that 
.J/f^J^P ^^^^ fellow alt work;, he has. often re- 

9\Hff4i'^ ta(k from you whiqhk vitas iflapoffibk for 
.¥8Hi^^ perforin; now is your turn* put the heaAri« 

f^j^ into hia handy and if he refufes to. worip, 
[}y the whip*'' . At thia the gfiutkman^floimed 
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«t tile tem^U scad a&ed if tie ^ntw MAic he tifed 
fo ; but tbe fellow regardlew of either hi's threats 
^t efKreaties applied the whip of rctsdwftion with 
fvch convhicing energyt thai h« was glad to fall 
to work. My atteation vns next catted to a 
KQ'uiitry wetichf who came forward and adsed «t 
«t the Geoina Of Truth, «« U'hat ia the belb beality- 
waih?" To which heaiiCwBrcd,"Modttat/' The 
yonng hidy &fl ^neationed* iiceiBg the gentlemab 
iuMBdled fo rou^hiy, aiAi fearm^ ihkt (he wotrld 
fharethe bme fat^, iran a#ay aaf&Il as peffibl^, 
and in the hikrry of4&elr tight, itot J^erceWitig ffie 
(ia htr way^ fhe tnmhled q«ite 6ver me, at which. 
.X.awo&e, (»id xAia glad that it w«a btit a dream. 
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CHAPTER Xm . 

. . On« night late .«$. I was preparing fbr btfd^va 

middleyagtdi grave looking mail, .knocked at the 

dMr» and idofired lodging. I told .hiiQ» tfalt a» it 

H z 
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was late^ and as he was a ftranger, be was welcome 
to fuch accommodation as I could give him. Jic 
told mc that it would be a great obligation bciides 
payment. I told him there was little obligation 
in the cafe, when a man paid for his lodging ; and 
aiktd of what country he was* He told me that 
he was from Fife, and had at prcfent been at the 
South with fome cattle which belonged to a friend 
and was now returning home. I toM hini that 1 
h^d beard that Fife w^s famous for rel%ibn fotxie 
time ago. « Yes,'* faid he, « it wasfo, btit it h 
much altered for. the WQrfe.-^h» the degeneracy 
of hum^n naturt; V' exclaimed he, " it will be no 
wonder if a viflble judgoaent light on the land for 
the fins committed in it. I myfelf have a brother 
who is a minifter of the gofpel, but both minifters 
and people fall far (hort of their duty, when com- 
pared with thpfe pf the laft century : thefe were 
burning and fhining lights, and the people were 
zealous for religioq, ^aad honeA 'to one another; 
but now, where (hall we find a man that we can 
truft? and where can we find a msti that takca 
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aniy Cbre to be religious f^' I rejoiced th«t I h&d 
§otnd fuch a religious gaeftV and thought that the 
ApoiUePaul cotdd not have furpafled him for 
piety* He ftaid all nigltt|4Uid the next day being 
Sabbath, he took breakfiiftbefim he fct out. After 
lyrtaktfaft he hong down his neitd^-as if indifpqfe^y 
and faid that a fudden qoodm had leized hi«n» and 
tliat he thought he would be muth the better of 
the afl- a h*ttle ^aocovdiogly he went out to take 
the air« but iiad the etTility ncwtt to return to 
thank me for iris 1odg^« I pitied the poor man 
for hia h^poeriTy, ^ifho, under the ipecious pve« 
tence of religibn, vnade it bit bofkela artFnUy to 
^cei^ his neighbMir.^An h^obrite, I thinkyis 
the aloft daf^etcruf character that y^e c&A Hmt 
-wkh in the mnAd ; for be borrera% tbe appearance 
of a fatatto debeive^ and, Ifke Saltan^ trMnibnns 
himfelf into an aiigei of iig>bt> that lie may pno- 
mote the intereft of the prince of darknefs. — Sucb, 
if they die impenitent^ mull furely have a diftin- 
guifhed place of punifbment affigned them in the 
other world. • What Blair fays of the fuicide, I^ 
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think wc may fay of the hyp0^nte> " The com- 
mon damti'd fhun their fociety." It is intpofiBble 
but the hypocrite's confciencc muft fometimcs 
iliag him ; there la fuch a glaring, inconfiftency be« 
tween his profeffion and his,pra^ce ; and it is as 
impoffible that his real character can be long coa- 
cealed from thofe conVer&nt with himy bis felfiffi 
actions will betray him; in fpite of all his white- 
wafhing and artful colouring* fomc black fpots 
will appear here and there upon him, when he is 
sot fenfible that the world obfenrcs them.— *And 
.«t times he may have a kind of reafbning with 
himfelf» when he is difpo&d to .thiidc freely* efpe« 
dally if eyer he fliould chance' to be intoxicated 
with lic|!i]or» (in which ftate» in my opinion, a mai^s 
behaiiiour is a true index to the natural bent of his 
incHoatton), he may be fuppofed to reafoa with 
bimfelf in a ftrain much like the foUowing. 
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THE HYPOCRITFS SOLILOQUY 
WHEN HALF DRUNK. 

I Ve drunk too fredy of the caflc ; 
To cheat the world's a dev'Uih uik. 
But here I may throw off the Bia{k> 

An' ^myfel% 
A few importaut queftions aflc 

'Bout heav'n an' hell. 

De'ilhae me hut I'm fometimet ecrie» 
When priefts 'bout heU make lie a fteeriey 
It makes me dQsiey iad an' fearie. 

To hear them preach ; 
While I «UB hearty* blythe* and cheery* 

When out o' reach. 

But what if all their whinging gam' 
Be naething clfe but tiick an' (ham I 
If lae^ I dioba gie a d—- mn 

For a' the a(Ie9» 
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If I can get but bcUy-bam, 

' -' Aft' Dot^ny* hflfes. "^ 

Transform'd may I be to a ftjA, 
If bonny Meggy** wsmtofl fimrfc, - 
When (he conies twRpm' to the kWkf 

Dtti^ti pleafe iftc bwer,^ 
Than a' Mefs John^s fdigimia jerli, 

An MevHii 4:lmer. 

For me, I fit wi* folemn face, 
Wi* vifage tengi tti^ ftrf'gtittiacei 
I lift my handy, ka' drone the baf^ 
AmaBg^the fing€t*> ^' 
But rea4 mifift on a honny Ut^a^ 

Ottt f hroagly mgr iittgert. 

lieeze me on a reh'gious cloak. 
It ranks- ane aye wi' decent fa»Jc, 
An> hides ilk ^ee bit fccret troke, 

An' Tina' tranf^reffion, 
' wfthout the Uroke 
<5'l^irk.an>feffion,: 
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But now I'm pitched on for an elder ! 
O ! how can I my confcience fpeldcr ! 
In dooming Meggy down to h-Q doori 

By vote o' feffion i 
For that which I haye often tell'd heir, 
.Was nae tranfgrci&on ? 



But ftop ; — I'll make si few reflections | 
The elders wait on the collections, 
And nane dare charge wi' imperfections^ 

The haly baud ; - 
This conquers fome of ray objections— 

I'm at at a iland» 



He ihould be ftmng up'in a balter^oc 
Who ferves and Kves .not by tlieahdiv 
Though foul an' cqitfdejncfi. bait h. ihould keher^ 

I'Jl dWk a (hillin', 
When Meggy's coy, 'twill bdptft 9jdt hcri \ * 

An make her wiUio'. * 
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When placed in »y new vodattoa^ 
Sure iic a lib'nl) rich dboatiooi 
When maift |iaTt of the congregation 

Th««r BHsr thvd tB» 
Ma)r well a&iU'iiijr iervik ftstion^ 

A Sttttd«]r paddki*. 



I count hi|D ^ut a Wj tef 
Who lets religion ^Jto pot^' 
If by it be can ftcal a groat. 

Or taXjA m piaA ^ 
I'm.ha'f feSalv'd to uk' the coat^ 

TbD'itbfi-bdtixk;! 



Ml fay agrace-BB'Wg's-a'iatftets '''.'• 
An' fcreed 9S f(nfffh$ like JtCdb'filiddW | 
An'&ift at:fin like bny aM^» j ' k ^ " '^ 

O^illl^b^limtHeUfs; 
An' fo^tinrv ^a!9ieiD^'8'|rather, : .. ^ 
* • To Aj^g the laitU^fs. 
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X*-^ hoiiff fU: rajl ^t ixusk an^ V-«-»M4^gi 
An' c(MM&.tbeiE cyHs puft endumg; 

, . oi'iifeiiau/.- 



iMi Ag)h ah'' whjffgei an* oAit^an' grane, . 
An.' nwk^hc godly •^jtjj. fWt . 
Tift crainm,'4 :>fi' i^n^ii^. 9^' gain^ • 

My name will fwell» 
Sot ohs! that conficie^co brre^pr nie.pdtti^: 

No' unlike M:l . 



Irbalbbeedi faid,(afi4'I btbeve not ^Ftthout 
reafoii) th^t c^vy mafi hatb fomepaHiciilar object 
which Uaiji^'patJiicfftpufAieS'.^hrinorevchcnaeirae 
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than any tUog eUe« Suck it called by ditinesi 
« his predominant fin ;'* by thcfafhionabfe world 
•* hisfavoaritfe foible ;*' and by Sterne ** hw bob- 
by-borfe." I do not deny that there may be fome 
thingt/nv&ich (bme perfons may be addicted to 
which are innocent in their own nature : but 
when we are immoderately attached to any thing, 
however innocent, there is a certain degree of cri- 
minaUty.in our coquet* Hence, tod much in- 
dulgence in eating or drinking is turned into in- 
temperance; and fo in every lawful and neceilary 
enjoyment. 

The feeds of mortality were fown in, or com- 
mixed with our frame at our formation, and I 
believe that the gratification of thofe particular 
'inclinations tends to fofter thofr feeds, and promote 
their growth, until the man is reduced to his pn. 
jnitive duft. — I wonder much that divines or phy., 
iicians (at lead as far as I know) have never taken 
notice of this. Kumbers of inftances might be 
adduced to throw light on this opinion* We are 
laid, as it were, under a natural neceffity of deftroy* 



d by Google 



97 

log ourfeWet, I would onif be nnderftood to meaii 
by this deftructioQ, the diiiblotioii of the body; 
and that there are certain a^petitea conciiealed 
with many or otherwife tafufed into hit nature^ the 
gmtification of which haftens hit dfflblution. . Self- 
prefcrvation it iaidy and very juftlyy to be one of 
the firft dictatet of nature ; we ihudder at the 
fight of the uplifted fword, and ufe all meant, in 
our power to evade the ftroke i we (hrink at the 
thought of hurling down the dieadful precipice^ 
or plunftng into the unfathomable abyfa. What 
it the reafon that we do not equally fear the in- 
temperate act, and the illicit indulgence? The 
plain reafon it^ that the firft it doing violence to 
nature, and the laft it only obeying her dictatet, 
akhougbboth tend to promote the fame end* We 
will pat the poifon cup from our mouth with hor- 
ror, but we will indulge the intoxicating draugbt 
with pleafure; with reluctance we fwaUow the 
neceffary emetic, while we voluntarily drink the 
dupifying potipn until we vomit it up again. — All 
the criminal vicetto which men are addicted^ give 
I 
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^ atgttteMifc MMre wtight ; lofic of UMto bring 
thd irikate tiie .glUleli the bleok* 91* tb« ntoki 
Much iaftaaltot^y tmniaAtc Jiin eniitriicei 
•Acn diT'^htir utairk iMrr flowlfi by confiiiiiig 
Itbi todubiMifii'of dorre^tion* cluuillifig him 10 tbe 
tar, or bsaifluQC b«ii to« dime hoftfle to lut coor 
ilitutioiu The iordid miCsr^ . (fworn encfny both 
to liit badt and U»bell7)> by withhokUig clothes 
£fom thtiiohnwh f ^ fiMxi from the kttcr» layB a 
.fiyimdatioi Rnto iromplication of difordersi and €%r- 
\uhh» the ridicidlNM' portrait of chill peuury rid- 
ing da tke bad( i4 ufeks ricbeb l-^Tho immoae^ 
rate ghitifieatictii of idl the appetitcB which we ea- 
jby ift bomi|ioa lirith the brute ctvatlofi) and wbieh 
w« tnogBdlii aobe particokrly deicribed* hare the 
fekne'tendendy.*^! am aware that fotae «viU impuie 
all tbafii ^ces and inordinate appttitee to the cor- 
tufii^ of nature* and matataiii that if we iadulge 
o^rinaoeent appetites iBodcMely nd harm will 
bfcfal our coaftittttion by fuch meaa«*---I aoofefs 
thechai^^ey bat I wouUi define foch perfonB to 
ftow tat the man who, ih every inftancc» eonfiDcs 
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himfelf wkltm the boua^ of moderatiooy in eTeiy, 
'perkapft in any of tbem f and if tliolt who act us- 
dcr the/ftrictcft reglvco, do not feal a Aniggk in 
confiniog their appttket witlua the proper channel ? 
Whether iss arcfUcd aaij^ sew appetitca in man» or 
' ooiy enlarged thafe eoxKicatcd 'with him« we will 
kavie to di^iaes^ to iaveftif^tfi. Howcwer thb may 
he* we are certain thaC our firft parents had appe« 
tiles to gratify In ptrftdi&^.aven in a ftate of inno* 
. cct^otf and tiiat thty fverc aUowed to. gratify then, 
find that it^wat abfolutcly oocefEuy b to da-^I 
•ppvehend that eatkg was nceei^ to preferre 
the Itvety and to nouriih the bodies of our ficft pa- 
rents, as well as it is ftill to their poftcrity; and 
thf St of courfe» throws down the opinion of foQ!e> 
who maintaiBt that during the innocence of our 
£r&pareots» their bodies, were in a ftate of in^or* 

• taJfty I for, to be nourifted by material food i<n- 
pUes corrupdno^ both jn the fiood and the feeder ; 

* and it (Jeeais probable* that if our Sril parents bad 
fiood their Aate of probation* a change muft have 
been made on their bodies before they had entered 
hea?ca« 
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But we need not perpkx ourfdres with untiC' 
ceflkiy enquires about eve&ts which were never 
determined to come to pafs* one thing we knowy 
that whether the appetite for eating the forbid- 
. den fruit in our firft parents was concreated with 
them> or created by the dcviU the gratificatioft 
of it proved mortal both to them, and to us. 
Rachel's predominant defire feems to hare been 
for children ; and we find that (he loft her life in 
the -gratification of it.-7-Sampfon feems to have 
been paffionately fond of women '; and through 
th^ means of a woman he loft his two eyes> and 
at laft his life-^-Abfalom put a great value upon 
his hair ; but had be cut it ofiF, and worn a peri- 
wigs he would not have been hanged in the oak^ 
and expofed to the deadly darts of David's genenL 
But it is needleb to bring>icripture proof, in this 
age ofreafon; I fhali content myfelf with two in* 
fiances more \ the one is, of a certain peribn who 
was fo fond of a childifii game, called ^^Lei^fiygi^* 
that he at laft broke his neck in the performance. 
The other is of a gentleman who feemed to place 
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aflliis attctttiMi «o hories, and fecMed fca^ptkie 
them dwrc than if tbcy hi^ Ibccn ntiooiJ crtatoKS* 
He loft his life by a ftfoke fromone of thefedrca* 
t«re« whkk ke overvalued* 




CHAPTER XVI. 



}wfiT^iLf tired witli edeftial peiaiiiMatioiiSy 
Mid &U4 wilh the reiterated beaten tf«et of Juno's 
ecnbraeci tooktt into his godlkip^s^head^odefeead 
!• our ncdier wodd^ on a wenobin^ erraad, accoas* 
panted kf Mercuiy hi# ptmp. Tke ftrft halt they 
made ia their temcftrial petegnaatioa was at Uie 

netropolts of , in die ^gort of eomtfytMn* 

lie firft houfe they hottouned with their prefenee^ 
bappened to^be that of a pepper matiufectttrer* 
Half a doaen lufty fellowa were plying as many 
grkidiag nsadunes^ which kicked ap fach an aeri* 
moaious dttfty that the nofes of the two heavenly 
grangers, foon foggefted to' them that there W4« ai 
I 5 
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nuglity dtflcrence between the ambrofial efflawa 
of the upper «orld» and the fufibcating pepper 
ivA which now attacked them.— »^ Heavcns^'^ 
cried Jupiter^ running to the doori, and as ibon as 
a noknt fit of fneezing permitted him to fpeak» 
^ what mean thefe nMrtals lo contaminate the air 
with fuch abominable ftuff ? Mine eyes are to full 
of water that I cannot fee a Coot before mc ; and I 
do not wifli as yet to arm myfelf with my Omnipo- 
tence— -Come, and let us try another doop» per* 
baps we will focceed better/'— Taking the other 
fide of the ftreet, they entered the doer of an ele- 
gant houfcy where a coippany of reviewera were 
afiembled to criticife a new publication ; it was 
entitled ** De Natura/^-^ihc anthor unknown. 
T^y heard the following fentence pronounced 
upon it> before they entered the door, ** Why,^ 
you fee Mr. Catch-wit,^ that both the ftyk and 
the fentimentof thiB piece are quite unfafhionable>. 
thought it be fiUed withobfblete truth,.it can never 
tickle a modem fiincy ;. ihereforei as our judgment 
ia reckoned the ftandard of trutbi. our dccifionJ^^ 
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tliat d— ma—n ia too gentk z fentence for it f a 
bitter philippic* and an obftreperoos haloo to the 
tail of the author* wilU we hope* fiop hia carter 
in foch unpopular attempts.'' — ^Jupiter turned 
about and whifpcrcd to Mercury* **^ B7 my hot 
iaming thunderbolts* Mercury*.! think we are gpot 
into another pepper mann&cture 1 however, let us 
venture forward. As iboB as they had opened 
the door* one of the reviewers laid* ** well gentk- 
men* what is your bufinefs?'' another added* 
** fome paltry author and his patron I prefume*'' 
** Pray* gentlemen* Ud a third* are ye authors ?"^ 
Jhip* Yes* I am one.— ^^Andy pray* Sir* what are 
you author of ^'' Juf* I am the author of Nature* 
Sir*— ^* Nature ! iaid one* why I thought that 
fnch an illiterate* vulgar Hke fellow as you* was 
author of fuck a piece I we have juft now been 
examining it* and find it a diigrace to the literary 
and fafliionaUe world* which you know are the 
(ame.— -But we will naturalize your worihip by 
and by.*^ 

** Wretches^ fiud Jupiter^ by whdc authority 
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io ye erect a tribunal to trf aid pabfcntcnee on 
ereiy nian's woriiSy at if att the treaiiim o[in£iom 
a&dkaowkdge were coafined i» yiMw fiorehoufes? 
B«t ye Audi repent it— iMre, Iffu Mercary, wkh 
ycvr vrand !" Mercury fhook ki» wand io the 
air^ and praaounced ioBie wotde, niimtelligiblaiiot 
oaly t« thefc pmdigicft of Icamii^, hot to every 
iBortal wight.«^Whea lo \ the yooth ihook I hato» 
aad wiga» and fiipcrfbe clothes were exchanged 
for coaf£fi caps, and roffet frodu !«**writuig deiks^ 
book-calesy inkiiolderSi Slc. men cooYcrt<ed into 
BB ampk appasBtttt fer griadiii^ P^PP^ • s^"d each 
fencwcT, in hk new mefamorphoQa was fet'to 
drive a tepusBtc machtnc. Whea Jvpiter wUfaipg 
them Aiceefs in iheir new vocaiieny ioM thcni» 
«< Ttatihey wiofnUnded to etUer mto thefjfirk of 
tverf man*i tahomrf fkmld nom have opportmky for 
ihi^ir'Uofthmr oiim Uhouri entefv^ iat^ tlfenu^*" 
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HABBY 0* THE HILL. 

JL ANG fyne^ whan decent gude grey cUith» 

Did Iiap the laird an' tenant baith, 

Whan cotters liv'd on cogs o' brofct 

An' wi* ftow^untin* tied their hofe| 

A calf-dcin doublet graeM their breafl» 

Juft rough as it cam aff the beaft ; 

To keep them hale trae cramps an' cleeks. 

They (heath'd their thighs in gun-mouM brecks* 

^Stow-ftruntiny a fpecies of coarfe garters^ 
which the inhabitants of a village called Stow were 
famous for manufactoring. 
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As for the place we darena ^namCy 
*Twa8 juft a flit down frac the wame ; 
Twa gUdc claith buttons barred the door. 
An* heW V wmrm a«* {mng »fm<e. 
Whan bonny laffes blufh'd at kiffin% 
Nor took a .bite afore the blclEa' ; 
An' if a poor thing chanc'd to blundert 
She juft was made a w^vld's wonder ; 
Black^bumin' fhante thought at the feffion ; 
L^.d help us! now 'tis nae tranfgreffion*: 
Foi^brazenhiffies (bow their fliame^ 
As they had huibands a' at hftme.-^ 
Whan farmers had nae pkce to feed} 
But at their kitchen table head ; 
An' threw ilk ferrant down a icone, 
Whofe thump*garta' the table groan. 
Kae knives nor forks war tlien m Togue|. 
Nor ilka anie a different cog ; 
"But a g reat bowte on the taUe^ 
^n* ilk ane fupp'd what he waa able. 
As for the mea(« if it was caul'i 
The gu^eoian rave it fpaul &rc fpad ; 
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If It was het, the kngkail gollf 
FlayM fmafh amaog't to end theiulzie. 
Ilk ane his portion on his banitock 
eat handed by, tiaith Jock an' Sannock ; 
An' whan thcirbellies a* were pang^- 
The grace was faLd, to wark they fprang. 

'Twat in thae blcft an' happy days 
Whan poor fo'k could get meat tn' claes. 
That honeft Habby o' the hill, 
A wee bit weft a-yeat the mill. 
Held thretty towmonts frae his laird 
A cozy houfe, an' daiotyyard ; 
Which faired his hode o* meal an* groat*. 
An' famxM it a* for iaz-pund Soots ; 
Wer't now a fcttin',- there's my thumb, 
It wad bring in three times, the fum. 
Whan hares about his cabbage flocked, ^ 
His nifty blanderbols he cocked* 
An' auld field piece Hke a wee cannoo. 
Made in the days o' George Buchanan ; 
Which, whaa the Jock was out o' tune, 
Hcfir ' d wi' a kindled broom ; 
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An' nerer mifs'd in time o' need, 
To tumble pouflie heels o'er head. 
Thus his fire-fide, like kings an' queens. 
Contented fed on foup an' greens. 
But human bfifs, alas ! how (hort ! 
Poor mortals are made fortune's fport ! 
For honeft Habby's ufefu' yard, 
Nae langer to him n^n be fpar'd ; ' 
But oTemin wi' curfed hares. 
Which of his kail took two full (harei; 
Left him fcarce ane, nor durft he cock 
His trully.gennet ; for grit fo'k 
Had now found out by college lair. 
That Crod had giv'n tfaem ilka hare } 
An' that poor derils had -nae claim, 
To touch a hair, on mayikin's wame* 
Frae Lunnin town an act they fhaw, 
To fummon men by dint o' kw. 
An ilka hare an' p atric k killer. 
War fin'd an' bilked o' their ^r. 
Poor Habby's kail gat mony a nibble, 
J)e'il hact was left but runts an' ftlbble; 
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Till late ae night .the canoic man^' 
To hiB dear wife this fpjeech b^an.-— 
** Dear Grizzyi how fiiaU ire get ftniiu ' 
Whan a^ our crop an' kail are eodit, ^ 
This is the woril day e'er we faw $ 
Fecks, I've a mind to try the bw» 
An' birly-men fet on ,the yard ; ' ' 
Some fhall pay for'ty if 1 be. fpar'd. 
I mind whan neighbour HeWie's flieq), 
Through Wattie's cundy-hdes did/cr|epi 
An^ eat the com an' tread the hay. 
That Hewie had the ikaith to pay : ' 
An' why not kail as weel as com ? 
I'll to Lord Juflice tmdge the morn» 
An' curl my wig, anf caft fome aiijBy 
My Lord will tell whae aught the hares." 
Thus Habby an' his loving fpoi^fe 
Concerted matterjs in the houfe* 
While Grizzy at the fire vras blaftia'. 
An Wattle' aflPhis claes waso^iUn'. 
Neift momin' honcft Habby raife. 
An' dreft him in his Sunday claes ; 
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An' pretty exAy took tbe road> 

(He kenM mf JLord WM aft Abroad); 

But ae bit liulm^ fiudt to llabbf» . 

He was fae ^^f^^Ji t^ythe> ap^|;rirf)y» - 

An' iae put aff the toad wi' claver» • 

My Lord was mounted On his aiver, 

An* ready juft to tide away, '^**' 

Whan Habby gate Urn time o' day^ 

Took aff Ills banpet) looked grave I 

My Lord (aid, " Hab* iR4iat would you have ?^^ 

« My yard's deftroy'd wi* curfed cattk/' 

Quoth Habbyt yf^ an unco brattle» • 

** The lofs has text me to diitaetionf 

An' I'm refoMd on fatlifaetfott ( 

Becaufe yonr.worfliip kens^ the lawl» 

I hope youll help to pkad my caofe." 

My Lord (aid* ** Habby fay nae mair# 
But to the court with me repair^ 
I'll drefs the fillain who has ^on« it* 
So honeft Hab) puf dn your bonnet.'^ ^ 
But now the court'^s convened an' thrang. 
The bench is fi&'dy the houfe is pang ; 
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iV<7/f/ro/^tfiV flew like hKiV 
Some paid tht cafii* and fqme £»9d b«3 1 
The powder' d pow« to work war wiUm'« 
Their plack that day waa nuide a biUin.'; 
Some poor tl^ngt ftaadinf ac theb back* 
Their gukcit wat .turn'd to a. plafik* 
Lr— d help the p0<»r ynhappy firmer, 
Whafe purff miaiQ gluig to pay their duii^er \ 
I'll lay my elide Kilmtanpsk cap^ 
A better never grac'd a qgp^ 
That» Ephraim-like» you'll never find 
fheir beUiea fiU'd wi* «npty wind— 
But.to proceed?-^ ennfe wasbandkdt 
An* Habby at .the bfirwae pai|nel*d» 
My I»ord iaidr *^ Habby tdU your cfiiifie. 
We here have juft 4n' whplefome law» f- 
TheinesMieft 6»fc^ef9t^fQm-:k«9ga '. 
We wffl not wronir in ai^y thiag'^^ ' - \ 
Then good« your wor(fapqp»'he9t my. t#}< | 
The haref hae eaten- a* my kafl j 
They loup.the dike that'f round abo«|t d»emf . 
An' nowye^B no let fqor Jbck fh^^t th^m. 
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If in my yard again I find thtm. 

By Mahomet, 1 fwear I'll ^ind them ; 

Or catch them in a net or gini » 

TIU I find out the hooft or birn ; 

An' if the ownerswinna herd them* • 

By Aaron's beardi I'll (hoot an' ytfd t{iem." 

« Ha I" cry'd my Lord, •« if that be a', 

Haby ye need ne'er hae tried thela# i- ■ . '' 

You'll find the hare»bat lawleft cattfe;.* i : 

Wi' them ye're fure to lofe the battle/* 

<< 'Ti8 not the ham that I'm. for fighting," 

Quoth Hab, ** my wrangs I'M biit for rightin*^ | 

To hurt the creaturee I'll be lauth. 

Gar but the owner pay the (Icaitb. 

Whofe are the |iarc8 ?" cry'd Hib in anger, . 

His patience could baud out nae langer« 

«« Whofe ?" faid my liordj— « now let me fee, 

Whofe ?— whofe the devil (hoidd they be ?" 

The queftion nonplus'd Jill the benetu .:> 

** They are die devil's," cried a wench : 

^ Fot witcbes play th^irdev^lifli prats, . 

Transform'd in fliapes o' ktres an' cats^"" 
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<' They are the Lord V the Ju(Jice cmd. 
And aU beaftf of the ^d befide.''^ 
" Nb,-.thcy're the king's,'^ baul'd out the clerk, 
An' brak fail inkhoMH wt'-^jerk. 
An' cot hit thumb wi' broken ghfs. 
Threw a' hisink in Hobby's &ce. 
The court .was in a burly burly-; < • 
But Hab was now grown t^iiawn an' forly, 
An' h^4iiknjM^ aboe»-hi»'hend> ' 
To knock the pony fcribbler dead. 
The court hnk up; it was diii^ded. 
An' tiH this day 'tis nc^r decided. 
But Habby into a' hi« lQfrc8> 
Paid the expenceofa'.the proceft* 
He loft his kai]» his time, his slinky 
Hiar face Awde bbck as h-fl.wi^ ink ; 
Noi^fat'lefk but a barr MnAo claw r 
*Tis thus that poor fbck win the law. 
Now ye whvtm the Milviuu puachin'. 
An' on the laws of game encroachin'^ 
WhofptAiyiurtfm^,*fi«'M6ari'-8?^-^'^'-'^ ^l 
An' mi^^li^ bones ^6'l]^aA^tiKWV' ^'^'^^^ 
K3 
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Afore ye cock your gun to kiD, 
Pray think bn Habby o' the hiH. 



ALEXIS. 
Infcrihedto Jifr. G B-^-^j B^ 



Attend D B — ^n i to tbt mifi*^ iiyft 

Perbafs a portrait of tbjfilfjh^dravii ; 

While Jhe m unmbelKJb'JJKle Js/phyi 

The feeling heart ejpou/tng misery's caufe. . . . ^ 

Happy the man of nvealth whofe nohJefouU 

7o meet the plaint of grief can dovjnward-lendj 

Who can the fe^ tide of pomp contrmU 

And gain the.Jrftofnamef-'^Yit poor rawi'« friflU^ 



■— ^-TffpiPiPi I.J. •.. 

Ik Britain>,h^yBBKifr]iW.AA»!ftjdf4}fei.ql . .: .7 
Ample hia-farfaJBC%g9r.:ftiftlHah^^ ^,A 
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For hufflan woes his gen'roos bofon^fekf ^■ 
And pity from His-fdul rrfbt'd tp pvit. n ' 

■ p '^ *•* ".'"''^ « I ' ' * 

His lowing catflr fitted the grafly vSki ' 
Tbeir udders fwellM with rich domeftic fare ; 
While cheerfipl aaaidal>are'lioaie the 'flowiag pall» 
Their daily nounfhmeiity and daily carr« 

- ' I- . ' ' ' • •■ ' : 

Hit Boddihg.harTeft'airae firitile-.plam '• ' 
Wav'd rich; his flocks upon the mountain's brow 
Claim'd the attention of ^he ihepherd fwain ; 
While -ftufdy ruftica droro the crooked plow* 

The groan of'fnife'ry> never reached Jiisjeflf} 
And mifs'd the av'nue leading to his heart ; 
He never failM to wipe mi3foitubc*8 tear, 
Kor comfort in affliction tcr impart. 

As once .he w^ked o*ep th«^ow*ty lawn, 
While nature did her varied fweets difplay, 
Th^. purpled morn ha«l juft htf^un to dawn. 
And hai} the dif^nt flkming* god of day. 



d by Google 



116 

He wenlt hat not neemuprntAhfimoeuhp 
Bred op torxmn»ge$'mmt.miii iiphntnoofi ; 
The timid hare poffefs'd his peaceftil gronndt. 
And on hit iow^ydaidi fed mMOamU 



When wmtdomg anele& dolni a fylYan fteep» 
Beneath the bnmdk^ «f a fprcading jtw 
He fpy*d a youth lockM in the arms of fleep» 
His yellow bcka deep flver'd o'er WUb ( 



His cottnUiiaaor dtfpky'd a Jang«td atr^ 
And broken and dtftatbcdleem'd hii rcfti 
His every feature deeply mark'd with care. 
And blaTy figbH fwdPd in hislica^g tve^ft. 

Awaking ftr«ight be upward tnm'dhis tje§, 
And cried, ** YePoweia^thatmle the.bteof mani 
*« Pity a wretch, who every effort tries 
** To ac<|ttit£pe' in yoinr colTcckitt|p plaii.- 

«< Ptefs^d by the aardeHtSng hand of powfr, i ' 
** By perleCtttioki's rotUeft fnry driven, . • 
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•« I*ve wandered friendlefs many a dreaiy lour, ' 
<*<Wttltotit a guard but innocence and heaven i" 

The glow of pity fillM Alexias biraft, 
liimfelf difcovering to the ftranger's eye; 
If e Iftindly afi^d wbat' thus hii niind oppreft. 
That forced the bitter groan «id mournful figh. " 

The fthirfger faid, «« Great Sir, I had my birth" 
** From one whofe mem'ry ever (hall be dear ; 
** Heaven's will he taught on a perverted earth, 
<* A preacher, 'zealous, feirent) and Sincere. 

<« Too good for earth,^t was the wiH of heav'a 
*< To take him ere my ftudies were complete* 
'' I bare the lofs with mind composed and even, 
** And kifiB^d fubmifs correcting mercy's feet* 

" Deprived now of cveiy object deai*, 
*< ( As my dear mother had few years before 
^ Paid the great debt to nature), juft a tear " 
** Shed to rememb'rance dearj I could no idore;' 
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<< A wmiAif flamhant did wuhtcne pr«vaily 
« (My £iif)ifr> frisgd) to ^me to bim a ifrldle; . 
** Superintendant made me of his {ale, 
**Theglooniiy)iai^«'offon9irtQb<gi4ib;* : * 

** He had a da^^gW^i l^niiogf f^^ a^^fair^ 
*« ^iaooly qhi^-^pf#£i'd ftf^f'rf ^gfi^'. .. 
" Who daily made it her peculiar care» 
«< To coQAe^aod ihew me. bqr 4cltgbtfiil £ig^ 

*\ WbexTmore faswliar grown (he told.me plsnn, 
** Tha^ in ti^ breaftr a(i advocate waa plac'd 
« Which firmly ftood my int'reft to manintain, 
,'<.Aa(d.tha|.withou^^e ihe could qfpt be bkft* 

<< I allmy Teafon us'd to let her fee 
^ Wh^ jEitM:h a poatcb was likcly^ to bring forth^ 
*^ And humbly begg'd her not to think of met 
** Below her^ bfath in fbrUuve and inbir^^ 

** Bi^ jaU my:a||g^penta were na'd in vain } 
<« $be ftat'scrfifod in her $rft dcfign i , 
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«« And one daytoM her fkther» fiat and plain, 
** That (he would be no other roan's but mine. 

** This fatal ftep—>fellibarce of all my woe, 
<< tn^am'd her father^s fury like a flame ; 
" Who with his daughter ftraight away did go, 
•« Andleft me cliith'd with fe>rrow>grtef,ahd Ihamei 

«• Three days cbp/d, when I recciVdby poft 
** A letter frbhi the fair ; which charged me 
f* Inftant to flee, or elfe my life was loft ;— 
<* Her cruel father meant to murder the t 

«< And that flie in a dungeon was exilM, 

** Far from her friends, and from adi comfort driven, 

•*' Such ufage from a parent to a child, 

** Cannot be overlook^ by righteous heaT'n, 

<* With'confcious innocence my ground I ftood, ' 
** Nor flept, but in my chamber fat alone, 
<< At midnight hour two armed ruffians rude 
<^ Befet my bed, but thought that I wa» gone. 



d by Google 



"I 



^ 



120 

<< Chance gave the hint^ — behind their backs I 

flood, 
«* With two fmart blows I brought the vOlaiDs 

down». . 
*< Who meantt with wicked hands to (hed mj 

bloodrr?!. , 
** Sccur'd their perfons, m^e their arpis my owo. 

" Difarm'd, and at my mercy^ tbcj fpll dojwot u 
" Implored my pity, and confcfsM the wbok : 
" Two hundred pounds was promisM and a crowti, 
" If from my flcfh they would diflodge my fouL 

** They told me farther tha^ I, was not fafc 
" £«ccpt by fli^u, for that the bloody man 
" A thouiand fnarca was laying for my life. 
' Tho' I cfcap'd their own infernal plan, 

-Andinyourfyl';;rr^ ^ 

y '•ijIvaarhadehavcpafsMtheDight- 
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Alexis took the ilranger by the hand» 
While tears of pity ftood in both his eyes ; 
They walked both acrofs his pleafant land^ 
Mutually pleasM, like angels in difguife. 

At length the hofpitable home they faw ; 
** Now/' (aid AlexiS) ** thou mud ftay with me, 
<< I'll fcreen th^e from the cruel tyrant's paw, 
** And fortune may again declare for thee.'' 

The ilranger bow'd, while torrents from his eyes 
Pour'd grateful at his benefactor's feet ; 
His foul was fiU'd with pleating fweet furprifc. 
And compliments returned as was meet. 

His fweet behaviour and his moded air, 
SecuPd Alexis his unfeigned friendi 
And oft they walked out to take the air. 
While mutual fricndfhip and good nature reign'd. 

As on a pleafant evening, hand in hand 
They walk'd, a fplendid coach they did cfpy ; 
L 
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When it dame up it quickly made a ftand. 

And the two wandering friends approa<Shed nigh. 

Alexis wonder'd wHat uncbmlnon fate 
Had brought a coach to fuch a pathlefs place» 
When ftraight a lady fpringing &om her feftt. 
Did dafp the ftranger in a clofe embrace* 

'« Ye Potrcrs!" Ae cry'd, "Pre fought, nor 

fonght in vain, 
^* For him who long has held my youthful heart, 
'iLong have I dragged th'inhofpitable chain, 
*« But now again we'll never-never part* 

** Thy precious life, dear, inoffenfive youth, 
« Was hunted by a fierce — but I forbear,— 
** He was my father ! — the di(graceful truth • 
<< Mud ilill be told, tho' grating to the ear. 

<'. Th|? ftern aflaflins, by your valour foilM, 
** Came, and demanded their unipghteous hive, 
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^* But as the fatal project had been fpoil'd» 
** My father would not yield to their defirc. 

*' Grown fierce with dilappointed rag^.and ire^ 
'^ (O that fuch words oould ^e'er have been ex- 

prcft), 
** One of the rufBanSy wbo did rage like fire^ 
** Did plunge his dagger in my father's breaft ! 

<< The noife alarmM the ferTanta«.ftraight they 

ran,— 
** DifarmM the viJuLinBi dragg'd them to the ja3 ; 
*^ My father was dropt down— a mor^l roan> 
«< And his revenge and life at once did fail. 

'* If further information you demand, 
*f Fit time and place fhall give defcription due, — 
'* My father thus, by Heaven's avenging hand 
*^ Did meet the death which he defign'd for you. 

«< His death has made me miftrefs of his ftore, 
** Too much for my enjoyment when alone ; 
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" Thy company obtainM^ I afk no more> 
*' Nor will envy a monarch on his throfle.'^ 

She faid, — and ftralght cmbrac'-^ the youth again^ 
While falling tears dcprivM them both of fight ; 
Alexis wept to fee the tender ^ene. 
And begg'd their company to fpend the night* 

Next day they begg'd their hofpkable lord 
To go along and fliare their happineft. 
Their union gave what virtue can afford,^— 
Connubial happiiiefsj and lafting peace. 



To Mr, A R , N- 



My Dear Friend^ 



Parted from thee^ the tedious^ cheerlefs dayy 
Seems ftript of half its lufture. That bright orby 
Difplaying wide his fructifying rayS} 
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Seems half ecljpsM, unaided by the light 

Of frieodfhip's lacied iBrci The warldfiig hyamf » 

Foiir'd thro' the little throats of fcather'd dmn. 

Seem laoguid, unafliftcd by the not^ 

Which fung the language of the unmaikM foult 

WhoCe af tlefs accents ready found admittance , 

Into my cafy heart. The gurgling rflls 

Have loft their raufic» and in harflier ftraint- 

Of jarring difcord ftrike my lonely ear ; 

Nor is the fault in nature ; but in me* 

I am tranfplanted in a richer foil» 

Where nature's laviih hand profufe has ilrew'd 

liuxuriant beauties. Here the Teviot wind3 

Her eafy courfc) meandering round the vales; 

Fertile by nature^ and made richer ftill. 

By ufeful agriculture's painful hand. 

Here Ceres takes the lead, paftoral Pan 

Is banifh'd from the inland ; all his claims 

Confin'd to the unculturable brows 

Of ftubbom roountainsi proof againft the (hare. 

All rich with grain furrounding valUes wave» 

OatSy barlcyy wheaty and rye, promifcuous (hoot 
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Upward their bearded ftalk, which when mature 
Bends undernealh a load more precious far. 
For worth intrinfic, than Peruvian mines. 
Here the green turnip, nurs'd with tender care. 
Spreads forth her humble leaf, while underneath 
Her moid terreftrial pulp, with gradual fwcU, 
Advances to perfection. Farming here, 
" Like Aaron's matter ferpent,** fwallowsall 
In its capacious vortex ; tracts of land, 
Poifefs'd by individuals ; here and there 
A draggling handicraft, whofe bread depends 
On keeping in repair the cart and plough. 
The laboring poor are likewifc here reducM 
Into a ftate of wretched vaflalage ; 
They cannot have a houfc to fcrecn their heads 
From an inclement fky, but juftly may 
Be call'd a houfe of bondage ;• it recalls 

* Alluding to a cuftom that obtains in that part 

of the country ;— a farmer will not let a houfe to 

his fervants or cotters without providing a maid to 

, — . !_.• — jj whenever his work requires her affifl- 

work is very properly called Bcmlagc 
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Back to my mind the flatc of Egypt's fona. 
When faminei canker-like^ confum'd their gold^ . 
They fold their perfons to maintain their lives.-- 
Or Ifrael's brick-makers, who groan'd and toiled 
Beneath a tafk-mafter's unpitying rod. 
I feel for thee, my dear, my native land ! 
Forbid if Heaven, that my foreboding heart 
Should prophefy aright, when it fuggefts 
That fcenes like thefe may one day make us bend 
dar free*born necks beneath a foreign yoke 
Lefs^dreadful ; or like dcfp'rate lepers choofe 
Aflyria's camp to -flee domeftic ills. 
He who cried out, ** The world was made for 

/Cafar,** 
Would here cry out, " The world was made for 

farmers. " 
Here agriculture, like a giant, rears 
His vaft prolific bulk, aiTumes all ihapes 
To fmctify the foiL The farmer plys 
All ftafons, plows, and fows, and builds, and plants, 
As if poffefs'd of an eternal leafc. 
A leffon this to us, my deareft friend ; 
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No lands are gina ut to improrct but time 

More precious than the riph Egyptian plain. 

Fed by the Nile, is put into our hands. 

Our life our leafe, and our immortal part 

Our &rm, and this our feed time.— Let us ply, ■ 

And careful hufband every paffing hottr— - . 

The hanreft is eternal ! What tho' Uars 

Accom|>any our fowing ? Tbefe will tend 

To moiiliiy the foil, promote the growth. 

And fwell our (heaves to be brought back with joy* 

Here ftands Mountiyiot; opening to the eye 

A fecond paradife for rural fweets, 

Superlatively gay, and charms the eye 

In fpring and fummer. Here the rapid Jed 

Throws in her friendly waters to augment 

The Teviot^s rolling flood ; thcfe fweetly gUde 

in filent concord, and receive more flrength 

From every kind aflifling rivalct ; 

'Till into Twcda's filver flood dlfgorg'd, 

At once they lofe their waters and their name. 

So may our friendfhip as we ^lide. along 
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The vale of life, receive new ftrength'ning power 

From ev'ry gale of life, or hard, or inild ; 

May rugged ftorms of trial teach our hearts * 

The fympathetic glow, and when more mild. 

Our gratitude infpire, till we embark 

On the eternal odcan, and arrive 

Where bli& and friendihip (hall for ever reign. 



THE PRIEST AND THE LEG OF 
MUTTON. 

A TAIS. 

A Reverend Prieft, wi* fervent zeal. 
Went to prepare his weekly meal. 
For fear his hung'ry flock fhould fail. 

Or fpoil their tufks. 
When ranging o'er corruption's vale. 

An' eatin' hulks. 
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Hw ftu^j. door wi^ care he clQfc«> 
An' faid, !<af.fure asGodmde Mpic»» 
" Wc carry on a drudgin' proccfs 

<< 'Gainft hell an' &n» 
•* An* yet in fpitc o* a* our nofcs, 

'^ « Some ftill plop in.'* 



When frae temptation' boked Caug^ 

Wi* commentators at his lugy 

Which he from (helves in thraves did rug> 

Sweet occupation I 
An* in his hand the whifky jog 

For infplration. 



The haly page abread he hiefty 
An* popp*d juft on the fplendid feaft 
Qf a heave ihouther» an' wave breaft^ 

An' He decorum ; 
The portion of the langfy ne pwft 

Allotted for him* 
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He read the text with fiiily anger, 
Tni he cottld fit nor read^ae langer. 
Dame Appetite, he thought to bang her^ 

But 'flelh 18 frail ! 
That day—* bad luck» (misfortune hang her)|r 

Brought lentrin kaiL 



** My ftudy is not worth a button. 
Quoth he, ** tnthout a leg of mutton, 
** If fie atnau as I be put* on, 

** He's fair to blame ; 
^< Without a fappy fpawl to cut on, 

« To fill his wame* 



«• O for the three-teeth'd flefh-hook now ! 
*• By Aaron's beard, I fwear an* vow, 
** I'd plunge the boiling liquid through, 

«* Wi» haly mettle ; 
*< Till little fhould be left but broo, 

« In a' the kettle. 
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*< O happy days in Levi's liney 

« When Priefts in haly gralth did ihine I 

<< An' on fat flanks an'. coUops dine» 

^ « By Heaven's appointmeat^ 
<« Wcel Ml'd in a' the arts divine 

** Of haly jointment ! 



" My curfe light or the awkward brother, 
** Did fie a glorious cuftom fmothety 
** We might hae laid our beads thegither, 

** An* wrought the mob, 
" The kirk wiH ne'er get fie another 

*' Sweet, bleffed job. 



** For we maun gang in fackcloth trailin', 
•*'The congregation's fins bewailin', - 
" An' if we hae a wee bit failin', 

'* Or flip an aith, 
** We mauna ca' another nail in 

« The haly graith-" 
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An honeft carrier who M bdkr 
The mutton kgf did aovrdvciir neat^ 
The prieft wP jojr hh creft did resPf 

A' fidgili' fain ; 
His clouded bnMr 1»egi»t te w«» 

AfaaU ferinte* 



^< Now I wiD htf« ttijr befiy •dammed. 
Quoth he, «^i* m*, aii* dtklj fkm^df 
** Thp a' my bvtfferf%d«M d-: d, 

^ I carena how Ike flock he Ihamm'di 
^<Gie me the fleece. 



^< But left the carrier (hould exact 
**^ A carriage foi- the hily paclc, 
** 111 wifely on him turn my back, 

** AnfliiBiids boyi 
<< The kirk cannot affiird a ^atk^ 

M 
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The bo7 rtn out^ tn' loud did bewli 

« I'm come to get my nmtter's fpauL% . 

y He's bufy prsym' for your laii!» 

^* Wi* pkmacare;. 
« An' fends huUdbi', that is dl 

"Hehastofptre." 

The ctrner fmil'd an' laid, << 6ae foot on» 
** An' tdl the gormandizing gluttony 
'* If he fnph ftrefs his pray'rscan put on, 

** The only way 
** Is to piay home his leg of muttons 

** Next market day«" 



ON READING Dn Cottoh's FIR£.SI|IE. 

Happy the many in humbk htf 
Poficffing the fcquefterM cott 
Thematrimonial ki&$ 
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Who can like CovtOH tune his tyrei 
And iiog his famiTy and firr. 

Wrapt in domeftic blift ? 

Bleft with the kind> cndeaiiag names 
Of bufbaiidi father9«<»tendcr ckimt ! 

His heart exuhs with joy. 
His greateft cave in Ibcnl life» 
To rear his offspring) cheer bis wife» 

And guard tbem tcqm annoy. 

That pcace^deftrqying canker, pride, 
Ambition witb gigantic ftride, 

May run. their giddy roond ; 
Quite banifliVt from the bleft retreat. 
Nor (hall fnch Oscrdigious feet 

Profane the baUow^d ground. 

Ye poor rich men, whom Heaven has lent 
Great ftore of gold, but no content, 
Alas I what can ye do ? 
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Not all the t'^tuvi in yovr cli<ft> 
Cao purchafe what m Cottoa'a brcaft 
Maka him none fakft than jon t 

'Tis not the ffdcadjd lofty io»c^ . 
That holds in its capacioiia wo»W 

Thetrudljoy aad peaoai . 
Beneath the cotter's hunble p9^ 
Is often fou^d the fvccteft fspik» 

Of punsftbapfinciSk . . 

Such happt^efs sxptndt th« CmiI» ' 
While tides of comfort inwand r^U^ 

By cpnfcioas Yirtiie giv'a f 
Which from idigioii takea its Urtky 
'Tis focial blifs begm on earthy 

Which sicv^r ends » hcoreiu 
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TO DISAPPOINTMENT. 

Haili DiCippointncnty dcoion drear. 
Fell fcourge of cv'ry cowardTs hgaxtf 
Thy fnaky creft let others fear, 
My foul dif<)av» th' illufive Iiaatt. 

When dazzled by the lucid ))eamsr 
Which eager profpect .h'C^a fo dear, 
'Tit thine to fweep the golden dreaau^^ 
And fate's unerring tajQc. to 4qlear« 

IntrudingippnAeri. when we. reach' . 
Near toi the dime , of p;romj9'd blifa. 
Thy hidden power and malice teach' 
How Ihort the arm of mortals is. 

How hard thy fiitCfOhmnan wight i* 
When verging on enjoyment^s brinkJ ' 
Mia. 
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To bate the object torn from fight» 
While hope and all her handmaids fink. 

The foul alone that's firm and even. 
Is proof againfl thy Uafting frown^ 
For difappomtments eome fromh#>w0» 
To pull the pride of mortds down. 

Still thou muit reign while ages foBjr 
To blaft the foolifh hopes of man» 
Whofe lot is under the control ' •- 
Of n divinei ^ih^rrteg plan. 

.When Hope leaa^ ibtA fcfet intttWM itrh 
To combat Rearon on the fidd, 
Thou robb'ft'tft-But'of lJWmig»4'5<>y* . - 
Which fond ^ftfoyiaeBt irt?«t'cbttld'7wldi:' ' 






db, Google 



iBd 



HAPPINESS PURSUED. 



Return^ Happhufsl eeliJMmalii 
Return^ and^heer the drooping f out of tnan* 



O for the raptor'd bard*8 fcw^hic lyre ! 
Who feng of bappmefs unniixt with gaB j 
Frimevarhappinefsy which our firft, fire 
EDJoy*3 vA^V^LTzmity where nature bloomed, ' 
Creatibs (viSfdf man wofftfipp'di heaven approvM. 

O Innp.cence I thy afpect, how benign ! 
Earth only faw ttiy child-like features twice ; 
Andy blafted to her centre, (hook when thou 
In Paradifc and'tJsllvary expir'd. 
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Heaven only knows thee noW| fince t&at Mi 

crime 
Of difobcdienceit when the curled earth 
Loft thee and happinefs $ the flfter paTr 
Deplpr'd the fiital fhock, and winged their way 
To the cekftial c&ine» left fiBen man 
To mourn the lofs, with ihame and forrow {m*^ 
Return^ O Happioeb J ceieftial maid. 
Return, and cheer the drooping Joul of man» 
Which follows thee with bridegroom-like de£ire>r 
And which without thee never can be bleil* 
Though fled> yet man thee gives not up as loftt 
But fecks. thee in a worU where forrow dweHst 
What DMthods to obtain thee, tn what palhS- 
He treads to overtake theCf be my theme* 
The road to happinefs is fou|^t by fomc- 
In brute enjpyment, which can never yield 
In all its various (hapes, a fingle drop 
Of fatis&ction to the panting fouU 
The jaded ^ppetke amid the flood. 
Of f^turating blandilhment recoil^n^ 
And| blunted b; reiterated, actSui . ..q .^ ^ 
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Of keen e»J0)mefil« lotrm the moA. unlmog i 
Unfatjafiodt «v^ to pnrfoc 
The faVritc fehiyte» till fr^ lyiSraU TCp«(r 
Roviii. t&e farttte4btti<}iird^ and provoke tb' -attficfc 
Afreihy nor tnnnefnecefMul; .tbe&me round 
'Purfuedy and rtpur{iicd» tUt ^unc «&ct 
Leavaoa the miisdy the diff*ftece oalf thui 
Repeated acts iamiHariye ilbe niiod 
To the oft hoaten tnctf and blnnt the edge 
Of af>petite ; the half<^NPorn deiu* pnifiiitt 
Lofe half their seft ; ntm-karu idcai Fife* 
Falfe ap|»etites intnide ; tihe Ackly miiid^ 
PalPd bj unfattsfiKtory lruitx>ii| 
Sight for a (onlkethlii^ new; vhich, whcnenjoy'4 
Dear bouj^t experience vitoe£i, Dand*! Um ' . 
Set to your feal, can theJGB yield h^H^uidt'? 
Alaa ! the motto» <* Vanity,^ app^ata 
To check the evHy wiflt of kiih who pores 
Upon the faored ▼•lttine» 9ft^r joyi 
Which only leaTe ^ ^sng.-- But hiHakb man 
Qmnvotenoediferaditi)— he 0iuftlb«y» 
And deafly too, the tnitb> like hia firi tate^ 
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Since liapiMiicft eradet the fenfttal gtafpf 
A higher road is fought » and more refinM ; 
Let Reafei^take th< reign.— ^Behold the fage 
Well 'ver»*d in leicncef deq> in leamti^ ibak- d ; 
ThereV not a Aar in all the bviUiant tnun 
Obferrablct hung by Almighty Power 
In heaven's illumitt'd concave wfaick elcapes 
His notice.— God gare eyes to new his woih% 
The naked» finple project he dildasnst 
And borrows ftrength from art to thp weak nerre{ 
With aitificial optics »m'd* exults 
la new difcov^ries.*— The enqmring mind 
Dcfcends to eartb» and not a fingle atom 
Xiies unexamined ; dimate, foil and prodnce ; 
Herbs, trees, flov^rers, yegetation's ample flore 
Of vmepited fpecies, opens wide 
The yawning gulf, with fnbterr^nean forcCt 
And fnam the earth extiacts her iFcry foul* . 
Exchanged by the raifer for hia own. 
Still4i(conteilt> he rifles every .page 
Where koowtec^ feems ^to dwcUt nr h^px^t^ 
teach s . . 
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Afcendt as kigli ai hainaii f^i caa ibary 

Dcfccnda at low at mortal Jovoe can lead. ' 

Is happiBcfiiattain'd? alaal tlie Age 

Stands on tlie euAf the phikrfiBpliic cfB ' 

With all ita hdp-malestGaB be Wj CBB'd 

A few poor feet or yaidt dbove the furfiice. ^. 

New wonders fiill* remam beyond Us ken» 

New pages&al'd, wbidi aB his bbafted art 

Can ne'er difcUe ; new praofs of Us weak IkiB 

Appear bebw his feet; when a few 4epa 

Are mcafuPd on the flow'ry hwQ«— even there 

Myriads of features of Alndght j Power . 

Dlfplay themCelTes incompirQhenfibk% 

The icutiaizisg mind is forc'd to ftopt 

Loft in infinitttde» and deep deplore 

The weakncb of its powers* 

The hot-brain'd hero Andes the Uoody fieU, 

Burning for gloiy, Ihabes with horrid pride 

The deadly weapon, dreams of fins of blood. 

The cries of vanquifli'd, and the palm of tict'ry f 

A name immortal, and a happy exit* 

Alas J the fiift difcharge from bellowing throat 
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Of morUl.eiigiM maj^ Sat oigkt be km^ 

Bear hu 4ai<l»»wafxial;» ky die waixiDr^lM^ 

And mk hu'WDibM gkrf #itik the 

And thouQ^ lie flumia fimi^e^ teiabd flioek 

Of man)r'oaiiftMt% oiuH|iiev trarlike pa«iet% 

And dog ifbode idngdooit at hit diariot iAci»f 

Ev'n that wevU'lnpffaeb evade kit gm^ 

And diiv aabkkin tear his itttefr fad ; 

nil AknnArJikeikr wodd dqiiiiK 

His (horlMinft'A |>o«refy and triOi tq he « god. 



lU-tim'd anMibnfrvefiAale to «Fade 

To empire tkwugfam fei 4it hamn g«re i , . 

When natuc^ grotfm h«r Idd; tvlicii^ tine expirtf^ 

And the impflfliil 6iid& m lytfd up 

To Weigh the action»-flf ^ fonrof tten. 

By jvftioe. pofa'd, how deep * imimeiifelf deepi 

Muft lie the fcove to thofe whofe pnw'r and pn% 

Combki'd h«yt flaugkter^d tho^fitmh I war is jaft, 

And only fo w^ien fife, when liberty^ 

ReKgton, propertyj demand dcknac. 
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How potor it Royalty, with all its pom{V I 
Its gilded trappings, formidable power 1 
Its th€aifan4 ▼aflah cringing in the duft. 
And bending prohe the pliant knee, ne'er can 
Keep from their teoaarch's cheek the tear of woei 
Nor chafe the groan of anguifh from his heart; 
The crown falls off, the flattery jbon i^ o'er. 
The mona#ch falls, and leases an empty throne ! 
The tomb ftands by the palace ! (hocking fight ! 
Muft kingly dignity be brought to this^ 

The chafe thns iat puVfued, thus k^ In Vain ) 
Another effort fUll remains.-— O Hope ! 
How fwect thy profpeet when our wiihes burn 
With ardour for the object thoti hold'ft up ! 
Hail, golden cord of hope ! thou brilliant gem^ 
Without thee, what would be the Ufir of man f 
A fcene of dreadful darknefs : thou alone 
Canil diffipate the gloom by mis'ry hupg ' 
Impendent, brooding o^er the human n^ind. 
How deep thy apchor finks, even in the fand 
Of human profpect I But how deeper ftiU 
N 
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Muft be its holdf fihen, caft widiia th^ vafl^ 

And 00 the rock xxfagea firmly fix^dl 

The trembling foul f o dofeLy tgr die$ clings 

That ^the.formidabk tUs of life 

Axe inadequate tcr diflblve the tk*^ 

Ev'n Death, the King of Terrorsi here is foil'd ; 

Immortal Hope is proqf agaiaftrbis dAt ; 

Paiies ^bfougbu death ludifit, and'h&g$ the foul 

In matualft kind ei^bvaeey beyond tlie grave r 

Its name and nature to IrpitaMi changed. 

£v'n fo, the prating child laid down to fleep» 

Clofe in )u» arm| bujgs hia beloved toijf^. 

Nor will he kt itigOnp-bift falls afleep 

In tikt embrace } audi w^hon ke-wakeasi^finda 

With joj^ the je«vsclin hia bofom ftiU. 

Thua &ff I'vfiwandeip'd fl*om the beaten tract^-^ 
I now relfttiti agaia» ^o caft the ey^ 
Of conteBif^otf oa the laft andbeft 
Efforty.in queftof haptaneft. by i 
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Early the infiint dawn of yo«Dg tkfire 
Fer liappifiefs appeari* Wken on the knee> 
And banging at the bread* the wifh'd for toy* 
The dandliDg long, wd the mammal kifs, 
Demondittc the 4tt>ng wi<hes of the fovii, 
(Thpiigh ^ipemtifig fhroogh a tender frame) 9 
To he more bieft* W<Kfi yontlifiil vigovr pamtr 
The ^omg bn<f4, 4ierve *and fiaew ; cottfenms 

ftrength 
Afiumca a-bolder «fpeet, Mttfacka life 
Fpr fomething uoertjoy^iy wlbidi> vvfcen attam^d, 
A fomething ilill remaios beyond the grafp 
Of human effort*^ FeMe age looks baek 
To the purfuita of youth as to a dreantf— 
A dream pf vsioity 1--^A dream of worfe— 
A* dream of dire mifcooduct l-1-NothiBg done 
W^m, fliQidd ^ebeen aceomplifli'd; nc^hing Uft 
To^ that ,was forbid. Thus age on youth 
Looks backf a«d fliudders at ^kt dread retrofpect* 
What now remains ? The youthful d^iys are fled. 
Tbe days of mirth|-*no tafte for pleafure now. 
Which formerly engrofsM the whole defirc ; 
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The mind looks forward to apaffing few 

Of yearly' or montjbaj or days, or hours of woCii. 

How awful to fiand tott'riog on (he brink 
Of dreaij aternity I Yc ypung, yc gay. 
Ye rebel fco£FeT8» whOy with impious moatfa, 
Mock every thing that's bcredyr^^trembling thinks 
The d^yi the hour, the moment muft be yovurtl 

Religion now muft pour her healing baln» 
Qr what alter9ati<r< has, m^n to try { 

Of almqft c?*ry nation under heaii*n. 
This is, for faappinefs the laft effort* 
The Pagan flees devoted to his temple } 
The Turk hi$ molqu^,.thc Jew his ^)m8gogue^ \ 
The Chrifiian— «to his what { his chapel, chardv 
His meeting, new-light, old-Ught, high, andlow^ 
His tabernacle, antii pro» and cOntra $ 
PiviQous, fubdivifions! — Gracious Heav'n !. 
Is CWiGi divided I Can the heavenly ray . 
That tht^s illumipes manli;indt tend ta fow 
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The rule is perAeti mantiad ^wJy grr ^ 
Pwoifted iby 4bo hot acail) ftaie grains of pride» 
MizM widi Mtknfiaftic i«i£<oiiC€it, 
Stifle conrictiQiiS) hold the &v*ritc theme 
Tenaciovg— -Nonibcfs never tske the peinf 
To think, t«t CBvdok and impliek mn $ 
Their fteps puifuei whofe judgment they efteetp 
Superior to ^eir ovm* Kenoe diflF^rent reads 
To heaven ore flio^n, and elearlf pointed ont ; 
And guide^pofts fix^d at etery parting ftreet, 
And each itilcMb^d, <* Tii4 is the nn^ag to hF^.^ 

O human Literature ! &ov defoinM ! 
Bane of Theofegy t What dreadful feeds 
Of dire contention ( ignovant difpute. 
Haft thou not fown ? friendly bdeed thou art 
To art, 9ttd icience;^tliere alone can lioaft 
Thy kind affifting aid. One tafk alone 
Thott for Keligion haft indeed pefform'd,-^ 
A taflc ineftimable I brought to light ■ ^^ 

Obfcore vel^ious truths to vnlgarkeni '' '- ^ 
N3 
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Well hadA t&ou ilopt but here, and made apauft; 
And left the junfophifliicatcd mind*. t ' 
To drink the wholefiame potion ;. ^was enbuglt ' 
To know the jSiople gndoui nlaififefto^ 
And lie, and P^% the siogel at the pool. 
Content with kadwjiedge which ooocernsour all^^ 
Oar dutyt,i|it9|eft«.^entporals:iu»d tHxtaJL 

... • . ■ '' 

But. who coqilder'd now aa > Wtvine, 
Or aa a Chriftiaa who. has not drunk deep 
At learning^a fount ? as if thia «miament 
Were onty.proof.— -Can l^aroing make a ChriftiaA? 
Or a Divine ? As foon can proper tools 
Make a mechanio,*— equaUyi^as £>eiH 
Can a good peotcil oonftitute a pamter h 
Learning is like a penqif, or a fword. 
Which, put in ikilful hands, may do foiae good^ 
But ii} the haiids of .feoU,. what will they do ? 

A leaned fool !-«I beg the reader^s pardon, 

If fuch a chfMracter; does not <xtft ; 

But what va*C9(t^9 Jiic cndltifti .^agpr quibbles . . 
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'Bout texts 'oTSienptm^ and obnoxious fermd? * 
What tears the bow«eli of thecfcttrcli ^fciieler ' 
And quenelles eSr'ry {f»xk of love fraternal ^ ' 
Which fhoiild exi[bfn'umvei€al natnre^ 
But, curbed'by a fii^erftitious zealy ^ 
Confines itspraf^rs and t^iiiiesio>it»{>»#ty. 

Reh'gious zealots ! Sobs' of »Sbperftiftofl, 
Who wouldconfine thtf ttldd^y^Vine woWhfjpr 
To a deroted" fewf kf yoH-ftl^Rf' '- 
From the lefs^worthy^ world, and by mai^^s wifdom 
Trained up, and taught mechaoicalVy wife ' 
T9 teach the reft. Obfenw, by Nature's laws. 
How CY'ry work of God proclaims^ to men 
His wifdom, power, and goodnefs. — DeaxI things 

preach. 
In filcnt eloquence ; and fhall not man. 
And ev'ry fon of man take up the Izfyr 
And vocal (bund his'praife from poU to pole ? 
Shall any tongue be mute in heav'niy choirs I 
No. Oa the harp the plebfcian there ihall ftrike^ 
As Jiigh a Jkey as his pedantic teacher.^ * 
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To th4 ii¥hok woiM i iUFbcne in bis bkfed word 

Of light 2t4lik pfoeteim'd to fidka mati 

Is giv'n the ipt«rdiciioii i <ip a fef t| 

Tcnacj^ua of punctiliost e'er na^c ^p 

The countlefs millions which furround the throne^ 

Array'd ia whiter dlfpbyiag ▼ittary*»pdm ? 

NantKT pf /aaLili4«tf>Mttft be the aiah 

Who deems hiitiiUM*9K>rflitpper acenrft, 

1^19101^ !m eyei and ears cannot take in 

His ev'ry fefituafiiit«-p*Bi|^o|€d fciol I 

Who told thee tl^at thy jodgment w«8 the teft 

Of tnith i Hare not thy neighboars eyesy aad 

eiffSf 
And hearts^ and heads, and brains^ as well as you f 

Religion is a nohk> geoeions aim 
At wnirerfal good : nor loqks dcmurt , 
Nor ftfaitiiag at the fuperftitions gnat. 
And fvfedlowing the imoiord c|imely caa 
Be countcnancM by thccc^efiial da^ne* 
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*Txa not tbe knglheo'd b^pocritic ^^jcr, 
The glaHng almt tbe long dniwn#cQuntei»ii€e^ '. 
Tbat confljtote a Cbriftiaa : bidden fpringt 
Tbro' bidden conduits iaflucnce bis walk> 
Conftrain bim to bid duty ; bidden pajtbs 
He treads in, and, (if not too bold a iketf:b)9 . 
A bidden traffic cariitd on iKritb heaven*. 
He (hin^ with native^ not with boiirowM lights 
Sincerely fpeaks lh« language of bis beirt ; . 
Ufes bis tpogue for profid^ not to railf 
Condc:mni.attdcenfi)re4>i'i7 worfiiippcr> . a . 
Whofe views arfc i)ot'eaactly likcbiftowcb . V 
Tbe pious*, like the pbUofopblc eye, . 
Take9 in ad vniverfe-^the liberal heart 
Ei^pfinds to take the wMc crcation'ifl^ 
Nor enemies left ottt^— The lab'i!iiig nuind 
Works f^r Us fellow»crc?tUre«'— Filial love 
To tb(9.giqU{ fo^rce Qonftfaifls iba rituletia. .::. ' 
Of love fraternal to purfckef their coiirlH * . *' ■ 
And flow a^d overflow <be narrovr bavkai . -T 
Of felf and party,-* On this fertile f^ul , . (• 
The feeds of bi^pint^s are fown^ Qi6r:i:;aP^ ' ■- 



d by Google 



154 

Nor eutli, pair Wt ^trirtitlicir msifmi foroc, 
£V «ar thdr piogvellf .^tme his 4^f)itig tmc 
Is at ft jKftftftoc ; hkh mud ^lepe^miftplf 
The taflcs -etfl^d then : hot kk ^barter's fe^^ 
His rights «iifk out, his^wdMCtt lAcarM 
In li^as ittpMtidxk>*rt.--sAt^P^irakm^ 
Sometimes iie^«ts in Us-aiiKynty 
lb i^Kcp 'his fpirits «p ; «ildy l^friie^aiot 
In this iflkofpiuhle ^l«ildfii«#fs» 
His father UMf'fHidsihim^jrCuffmtf 
Of Efchci's grapes n cliiAer ; thefe chcfmiSt 
The grovringvAnau, affaippiM(«lMg>tiii/ 
Never to end.t . Tie tnie thur^ordi^n flo#s 
Between him atiA^dic land ^:^roail/d k>)ik. 
Perhaps o^tttiowkig all Us l^anhsi-^whet iheiu? 
Efafionisimjpdfihle. — No -bridge 
To bear aeroCsy ao4iatk to waft him oV. 
Weill \^ca his itet begin 40 touA^he^hsiia 
Wrapt in hk great Elijah's oiantie^ then 
The waters ¥^ divide ; his Mighty King 
Before him ftemmM dht torrent raging high| 
rmidalde tsrvors arm^d, 
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And fmooth'd the' paflii0(« ' Hitf gftat> << BsMet^ 

bcftair 

IVonotiac^dr t5kB Cfdm'die titiirbid way^i aad' htifli 
Each hoftik* Ustor tSi hU fcrvtfnrpftft« 
Wkea on theothfet-ikk hb fctt ftftsdrfivni; 
He treads the land of blifs $ the cup brim fiill 
Of bappinefs} (wluch then defenrefrtbenaiae) 
Shall be prefented to hk wiUing^U^f. 
Undtainabk ; the fcanty rividcts,. 
Which» drop by dropy niaintaiiifd.his'flittioo hcfCf. 
Arc now exchanged for thbfowitaiii bcad# . 
The fountain of etemal happinefs^ 
Which {n pfoptoition-as hib happy pOiBven'. 
Shall be enlarged^ fo smoh hl4»|miefa 
Shall ftiil be added ; the capaek>u8 foul 
Shall Ml be fuUt nor ever forrow more^ 
While an etemal round roils endlefs on. 

But, O hov^ different la the dreadful &te 
Of him who never fecka for happinefs 
Beyond the pl«ctaot8 of a prefent wolrld ! 
lo Jordan's waae^ how terriUe tin pliitige !. 
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^Tit but a prdode to a d(»eper fea,*— 

A fea of wrathy nor bank, nor bound, nor bottom 

Shtdl e'er be Found— dragged to the dread tribunal 

Of his mcenfed Judge, the guilty fdon, 

Shall felf-condemn'd ftand trembling. That bold 

mouthi 
Whdfe impbUft tongue did imprecate damnatiou 
Upon the Tcry: foul by which it utter'd 
The horrid prayer, fliall then be palfy ftruck! 
Stern oonfcience, at a faithful notary^ 
Mark'd down the facal charge, now fpreads its book 
Before his wildly rolling, guilty eyes. 
Shows him the dreadful voluntary fentence 
He paft upon hirofdf | it only needs 
Th' Omnipotent Amen ! which fhall tranfix 
The in mo (I marrow of his hopelefs foul, 
And plunge him in the torrent of defpair | 
Whofe rapid wave impetuous fhall convey 
Its wretched burden to perdition's gulf» 
And tofs him headlong in the yawning wade 
Inextricable ! So was Dathan^a band 
Deep punifh'd by juft heatea's ayanginghand,. 
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TV obedient earth the heavenly fignal knew, 
OpenM her mouth, and fwallowed the rebellioos 
crewr. 



Vcrfetfent along wkb a Piece of Cloikf to Mr. 
JV ^«-*^, Dyer^ £«~-m. 

Sir, youTl reeeiTe, by Jamie Veitch, 
A wee bit ckuth for dreffin'. 
And of my need 1*11 gk a iketch» 
Becaufe my wants are preffin'. 

The coat I wear, (right fidr I grieve 
To tell the difmal matUr) 
Is frae the elbow to the fleeve» 
Nought bttt a downright tatter. 

My doublet too, has nought to b^aft^ 
I'm fure.it has few matches, 
O 
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JM Mt'nJl ftolowr quite if Wft 
In aiff 'rem doute end pauhca* 

*Tb true I have a mucklc coat, 
But kow can I depend on't ? 
For deil a button's frae the throat, 
Down to the ncAer end on*t I 

O happy dsrfa in ftiimdlfe ! 
When poor folk could gang naked ! 
The« totKpAT^tmt^^K was sa mb 
When (he ptefim'dto taketU 

Befides the otttopUcated &ctf 
Which in itfelf was fhamefu% 
Her dai||ktcn a* wett -d^-d to tpa^ 
For her nnhallow^i w|ibi^^* 

They tryy the fig^eaC bt«eks ^ii true, 
heir great tranfgreffion j 
^y* Sor, It is Jkr you^ 
>w they're trot of fiiAion 
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Had Providence eftabliih'd that 
The garb of after nations. 
Your trade tieed ne'er hae fet a fat 
Throughout a' goneratiofiB. 

But ttoih I tkiuk we're better afT^ 
For let me tdl jfm ae thing. 
What modefty mid now be fafe 
Beneath flc thabby dbithiiig ? 

When •• the power of g«de braid ckirfi 
Frae blundeve Icatoe can free us, 
TM U t you j«dge how n>ucklc ifkaith, 
Sic aproiM now woii]4 gie ui* 

Your pardoib Sir, for fie a ftttog 
Of u£dc6 6bfervatio«8, 
But when it takes me I mattn fing 
Tho' it ihould tire ft>lk*s patieaoe. 
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y^ Mfm '■■ ■ I at — > OA he'tng fined for fiiVtn^ 
Jtle without Lkence* 

Sir, youll receive my twa pttnd itn, 
Wi' what you call cspcficeti 
Sometimef iniB£9rton«t bombk mee 
And bring tbetn to tbcir Icnfcs. 

For now Pm by experience uoght^ 
(The tcbootmafter of afka)t 
What 'tit to quaflFtbe illicit dnmghtt 
Aud touch unhaUowM gtaflcf* 

I^cil thank your pot to walldp browp, . 
While mine boO* thin and UUcly, 
When ilka fcrawl ye gic'i a crown* 
But Jaw dots a* things truly. 

I-cczc^n,c on law! whenwc gang wrang 
It keeps us aye in order, 



d by Google 



161 

And never fuffers us to gang - 
O'er the forbidden border. 

TIm lawyer wttlebes ibr our vraslth^. 
The patriot for our nation, 
Tlie doctor watches for our heakhy 
The prkft for our fahstion. 

When guarded by this fourfold fence, , 
Auld Nick can never fang us ;. 
Nor Bonapart' e'er drive us hence, 
Nor villains mint to wrang ii3« 

God fave the Kng ! and blcfs the Law, . 
With criaie«detefting vigour ; 
Misy viUftins uadcmeaih its paw, 
Be puniAcd with rigeun 

And bere*f flk hoMft lawyer's health,. 
Upon my knees I toaft k. 
In that fame ale I had by ftealth. 
But now hae paid the eoft o^t.. 

Ox 
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To the Rev. Mr* 



On h«Mring him preach a S£&mom from thele 
words, **Look unto me and he ye faved^ all the 
ends of the earthy ^i." Isaiah, xlv. 22. 

I. 

As kte you taught us from the facred bookf 
ThiB foul-reviving words. of love dtvine> 
That we might have falvation for a looky 
Both rich, and poor to earth's remotefk line ; 
The pleafant theme did with fuch luftre (hine, 
Salvation deeply marked in every beam, 
That, when to fleep I did myfelf refign. 
The words to found dill in mine ears did feem, 
AnA my bard laboring mind brought forth the Me 
iQwing^dream*. 
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. II. 

I thought I flood upon a rifing place* 
Above a vale which reachM from pole to pole* 
Where were collected all the human race^ 
And big with expectation feem'd the whole. • 
When lo ! he fpoke^ beneath whofis dread control 
All nature bends, fcud, ** Sons of frailty hear, 
^< Let each exprefs the language of his foul, 
** By viewing that which is to him mod dear, 
" But lool^ and have, for foon the objects will 
appear," 

HI. 

Wheii fiidden ftraight before them feem^d to rlTe 
A varied fcene, all that the world can yield. 
Power, honour, riches, ftruck my wond'ring eyes, 
And ibothing pleafure gambol'd on the field f 
Fame held a trumpet. Valour grafp'd a fhield. 
And toys and trinkets fcatter'd here and there. 
Where airy drefs in fprightly meafurei wheel'd. 
And gaudy trappings wantoned in the air. 
With all that bounteous Nature gives, or Art. caa. 
^are. 
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A glorious PcrfooBge appeinr'd abo^. 
Who feemM tp be fafpcn^td oo a tnt. 
And cfy^d in accents of etetilal love, 
" O take a Ilediaft look at bkrediiig ne S 
<« I bare tbe awfet I fbfar'd (iiame for thee ; 
,j** I paid tKy ranfom but k coft ine dear, 
<< DMd for thy life, was bound to let thee fj«e^ 
^* T^d out death's i^ng to free thy foul from fear, 
** A frqe falvation's bought^ Iboky and receive it 
here." 

V. 

SouUchcering words ! but what was nsy fttrpriTey , 
To fkt the thougfalcfe fonsof men's em^oy ^ 
On bags of gold fome caft their eager eyes. 
Some grafp'd at honour, as their ooly joy » 
One looked at fame, another at a tey. 
Some counted pleafare's fouUbenumbkig charm ; . 
The fhow of drefs did femak hearts decoy. 
Some look'd with ardour at a well ftock'd'farai^ 
While fome fay down and flept which nothing^ 
could alarm. . 
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VI. 
There werei indeed^ a poor defpifed few, 
Whofe hearts abore the fleeting fcene did rifc^ 
With looks directed heavenwards thefe did view 
The.|^oriousPer(bnage withftreaming eyes ; 
Thefe truly happy wefe» and truly wife* 
While all the reft who made a different choice» 
His offeif d grace and mercy did dcfpife* 
And did in comt and winei and oil rejoice. 
With conftemation feiz'd, I cry'd with quivering 
▼pice, 

VII. 
<* Eternal God ! and can the rebel man, 
** Fed by thy bounty, quicken'd by thy breath 
** So bafdy fpurn thy ever gracious plan, 
*< Ai\d heedlefa run to meet eternal death, 
** And ne'er look up to deprecate thy wrath, 
•* Nor at thy throne of mercy bend to pray." 
The heaven's grew black above, earth (hook be- 
neath, 
Mine eyes burft open, dumber fled away. 
And left my anxious thoughts to wi(h the coming 
day. 
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Om rm£i^ m A^ mJ PurUammt for i^uUe/gAt 
It 11 Duwnup li07« 

Whea nan in innocciicc waft baaot^i 
Hit ptth wot Ctaoodi md ef«8». 
NotUttg kif pun^ ottmtton dmi V^ 
Bot jqft the frill of htzyi'm^ 

The flow'ry carpet fmooth and gieeQ# 
By Nature^ 8 hand extended. 
Served Acfaun and. his pcciic& fttfen 
1111 innoceiice was endod^ 

But when by fin, wkh hea^'ft at oddH 
The earth was fiU'd wkh dkcheSf 
He had tof work at turnpike ro^ds^ 
£ v'n in hia fig-leaf brecchet. 



The practice iiU ia canie^ on, 
To make oar pafege quicker, 
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Bat wefttf tdU» whBe. be paid imnm,' 
The laws arc Mir gvovB ftfi<^* 

For oh! a dovble daly aov 
By parliament impofed 
Is to tdkcplaoeyHad quickly too^ 
The matter is ^Ulblofed. 

Each honeft toll-manaorviraiay fttud. 
His humble ftation filling. 
And fighy and Ibi^ look c^er iht iaad. 
Before he catcL a HuUing. 

For he 0ibam henr^ has tieft with ftreogth^ 
Who us*d to pay three ha'pence, 
WiU trudge on loot a whole day'a length 
Rather than paf his threepence. 

< 
The coach wiU take the anil far eafc^ 
When things are thus ananged, 
Chaifesy and gigs, and' what ye pkafc} 
For horfeback ^idli be ckauged* 
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New roads and cheaper will be hvLght, 
They'll travel keen and heartjy ' 
Though ten miles ronnd ihey (hould be brought. 
In roads both deep and dirty* 

The toll-inaa will get nothing now» 
But what cannot get by hisiy , . 
But thanks to heav'n what' is his due 
Doth always (atisfy him* 

'Were heaven's admittance doidJe tolU 
To pafs the narrow wkkot, 
I'm fure that many a niggard foul» 
.Would grudge Saint Peter's tickets 

The mifer who to nature's calls 
On earth paid no atteatidn. 
Would furely rifk to fcale the wallf) 
And blefs the new invention* . 

Suppofe that Peter keeps a fla(k 
For each departed bibber. 
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ISde fpMA AffMfB^yiitBY^tlkr 
Would grew %iit' IMe^ber. 

So Mgbm price piddfer^beirf i^ 
Af on the road they're joggin% 
Would bring them from a cheerful glafst 
Et^u down to half a noggin* 

With fuch a change, how could the png 
Maintain his ferrile ftation i 
I leave t» eabh ia^io«ft 4«%9 
To nMke 4dM apfAicitioB. 



^v%^<w^ 



Ifi wheD>ali«mifl3kr<w«4Mi|fkt t»iiiouni> 
If glory when a fignal vidiory's gain'd. 
Of bothy O Britain, now thou haft thy turn. 
In Nelfon loft, and Trafalgar obtained. 
P 
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But yet while we oiir Joy and grief difplay. 
Alternate from the victory to the tomb» 
Our hopes look forward to a future day. 
For NdfoQ^ and for Tra&lgars to come. 



OnJbi DsdfM of the R. H^ Wihijlh P/rr. 

If ever Britain ihed the patriot«teart 
Mow is a proper time for her to mouni» 
To fee her Pitt lie lifelefs on his bier. 
Nor to her fenate ever to return. 

But yet his memory on her heart impreft^ 
His (hiiiing worth by keen remembrance grav'dy 
ShalU unerased, remain while ages laft. 
And be from dark oblivion ever(a^'4«^ 
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ON BOTH. 



Valour and Wifdcmi» fide by fide^ 
By dmace did land in Britain ^ 
Valour in Nblsow took a prid% 
With him embark'd the fleet in. 

But Wifdom dwelt fecure with Pitt, 
And lent her patient (houlder. 
To prop the flate^ provide things fit». 
As foldiers, ballsy and powder. 

At length a fad report did flee» 
And came to Scotland nmaing^ 
That Valour was Ihot dead at {ea* 
And Wifdom died at Lunnin. 

But when the truth arrivM by poft^ 
ConfirmM iafteady page» . 
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'Twat found that we had onlj loft-« 
A hero and aySr/// 



For Valour ftOl pervades our fleets 
To ftaai ibr bur ialmion» 
And WiUflrn' flail adorn out ftcttt^ 
While Britain is-itnatkni^ 



EPISTLE TO Mr. J Y- 

MERCHANT. 



Fell, ftormy Btwcaiv vMMg'd^ wi» hoSt^ 
Blaws whiftlki' ^a^ th& itorlMi^ eoaft. 
While 1 am ftaiim'd at? mypoft, ♦ 

Afore the ingles 
Thrang tnakin^ verfe,hrif pVe4a»dliatf ofofifd. 

In tttlkicJingJo. 
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When mindia' nehhor wind nor weadier^ 

J iat an* coinM the hamely blether. 

The Mufie cryMr ** Jamiei mind the petheri- 

<< That bean the pack; 
<* Tho' ye ihould ftretch your rhimin' leather^. 

"UntU it crack." 



** i/Hni ye hia verfe which j;pift you fouler 
<* Draft in the true Pkmaffian flile, 
'* AboTc your genius to compile^ 

^ But dinna flart ; 
** Do as yott^can, and I the while 

« Will help impart/' 



<<Content»'' quoth I, *^ thb* want (houldldnge me,. 
<< Anf deep in poverty fhould plunge mei* 
** An' frae a? fortune's fmiles expunge mei^ 

"While I hie breath;. 
•*^ I'n.thee obey,— or forrow fwinge me», 

«• Lgie my.aith." 
P5 
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My wortU^.taeai, wbtk^yovMs} plrafite 
Jumps round ymu kttnltio %ingiitI|^.nuBifliBr>, 
Afore aiild »gc caa nak B fi^ztre^ 

Ai^ camp fonr pow'rs^ 
WP joj loipnNre tfa« fnedow trofinv^ 

WhSe It » jdurs. 



While mind tiaf body aie ia Ttgrnr^ i 
Your talents ply like otty tigVp 
Ere ftormy age, etcct vn^ rygmr^ 

Hk cauldrife lafii ; 
Nowy now^s the dime to mak a figvpf^ 

la jA m/ caih. 



Sat if the warP be l&e to ikobbi^ y^^ 

Its froM^as will £car» ita finjlea wiH fmag ye> 

Sttt L^-td take nerev let it hBJfg ya, 

WiTicrJWit cave; 
Or ye may then £iy> «< Mufe gaa haag ye^^ 

y f ^B lUpoe aac maiw. 
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My cauldri^ mufcy wi' age decripit» 
Looks e'en right lean^ and happer-h^pit^ 
Wif neither mafts nor fails equippity 

W^i* labour Vfoni, wi' poortith nippiti 
She fcarce can hobble. 



Bat tho* I get xny^hnnfies whaalk> 
An' wi'thfr kare-brain'd coit be ranlic^ 
An' by ill fortune's forces ihnkit, 

IwOlbehuth, 
To quat the muft, while ae add blanket. 

Can hap us baith* 



May ilka thmg that's good attend ye» 
May fortune hug; and hdies friend ye. 
To anfwerthefe few lines I fend ye» 

Ye wnina grumble ; ' 
Mean timci I'm now» and finee 1 kend ye^ 

Your (errant humble.. 
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Om ti^yDun if a Ljp^noCf called Vtsxu^ 



Te meffins a^ o'er muire an' daleSy 
Ye pointin' dogs that (hu£F tke vales^. 
Send forth. your jowls in mournfu' peals,- 

Frac Jed to Tweed* 
An' wi' black ribbons tie your tails, 

Tor Vcnie's dead. 



A neater meffin ne'er was tippet, 
Nor on a parlour carpet tnppet^.* 
Wi' a curl'd tail fhe was equippet, 

An' han'fomci hesd,. 
But death her thread of life has clippit. 

For now ihe's dead.. 
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For kindnefii ay^ the wcc tUng him% 
An' juaip'd abootf an' Ikkfi youa lundf 
On her hin' legu wad; upright ftandt 

Fbr bka V kmad. 
But noir ft^t gaac t» ntick the U^ik 

Akv'fwifdead. 



While gimin' meffint fsiight an? feadf d^ 
An' through ths di9l»tkrir fifll«ira had^ 
If ihe cottld get berfatf btttcrifdt 

In tutteo* ixcd» 
She wi' her din iic'cr dtav'd'tbe miUU 

Aitnowiht'fxlead. 



She was a kin^^ baoodj amUatffy 
As e'er partook of doggHh'natiuWf* 
For har'ft or haj^time laadfa ntematteiw 

When ihfi didbreed. 
She brought hcryomi^ witfaotttfi waiter^ 

Bvtnowflic'td^d. 
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Her littk tal wP white was taggit. 
Which oftth (he ia kindncfe waggit, 
Thfx>' dub or fyVc (he h^ver faggit^ 
**' But fan wi' fpeed, 

Tho* ihc bout fa* a' wlialpt was baggtV 
But now flic'i dead* 



*Ti8 now eleven yean an*^ mair 
Siof now poor thing (he carried hair. 
An* ilka vear fhe did nae fpare* 

. If tUJL^ did meet her». 
rhalpiea hale an' fcrc, 
A dainty litter. 



free o*^ bad inTcntioiit,^ 
:h< o' high pixtenfions^ 
Dilk o' a dimenfionSy 

. Ran for her breed f 
nay low their penfioas,. 
Since Venie's dead. 
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'Twas pad the art o' man to cufe her, 
Tho* ladies' laps did oft fiecure her. 
Yet nane could. e'er frae death infure her^ 

Or firve her head ; 
Ilk year the crown's (ax ihOlin's poorer, 

Sin' Venie's dead. 



■ v^^^»^ 



: THE EPITAPH. 

Here Venus lics-^aad dead ! — Ye &ir don't weep. 
But if the goddefs ye alire would keep, 
She IiY0 while ihe inlptres the hreaft and eyei, 
But if ye bring her to the lap«»flie dies* 
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ebishjE sa Aa)REw» 



ATOBT. 



A thomiaa* blefliaa wi' sltqw. 
Lights canty Andrew, on your pow. 
E'en crane your fang as lang'a ye dov, 

Xet^^gdef aA'rCAret 
Be by the neck ftning in a tog> 

To waro'le there* 



Agudeih'^«aaK^.aaa(tty:bMd^ .' 
The crimfoo Cttrrtnt no congeal'd 

Wi* frozen s^ ; 
fhen we may Pleafure's gouf-dub wieldj 

Athwart the ftage. 
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Dame Pleafure, h»l ! ]re'ra fought by a% 
Baith young aa' auldy and grit an' fma% 
Ilk ane wad kick your iilken ba% 

But few can tell ; • 
The right road to the bounie ha% 

Where thou doft dwell. 



Some feek thee in the fenfual flafb^ 
Some row thee in amang their caih, 
Some gi'e thenifel'a a hantla fafh. 

The warldly race* 
Thro' thick an' thin unwearied plarti. 

To fee thy face. 



But Andrew, lad> the friends o' rhyme. 
Will feek her in another clime. 
Like you an' I, whan we hae time, 

A while to think ; 
She comes an' gars our numbers chime 

Wi' tunefu* clink. 

Q 
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A rhymin' friend^ a pmate pla«e» 
A reamin' hprn^ the board to graces 
The mufic fmiUn' in our face» 

• . What greater blift 
Caa a' the bugimin' warldlv race 
Enjoy tbaa this ? 



The magic o' the weel aim'd clink 
Rins thro' the veins wi' thrillia' jink» 
Enters the faul at every chink, 

An' fires the heart. 
Sic joys the auld Caftalian dnilk. 

Could neVr iqapart. 



Ye four-mouM fo*k pangM fu* o* profr. 

As e*er a wabfter was o' brofe, 

Nae doubt ye'U fteip h, and cock your nofe» 

An' fay an' think. 
That now ilk fool maun fpew a dofc 

O' random clink. 
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Nac doubt ye'U think ye'rc wife indeed. 
An' (hake your grave, profe-ridden head, 
A line o' verfe yc winna read 5 

But, ance a-week. 
May gi'e a pfalm an awkward fcreed, 

Wi' tunclcf* beek. 



Till now I never could get tinne. 

To thank yc, Andrew, for your rbyaie. 

Sic chiels as you wi' wit fublime. 

To ilack the graith. 
Wad border on a rouckle crime, 

Forby the ikaith. 



Your friendly vcrfc s furely claim, 
Baith my applaufe, an* that o* fam^. 
But in ae point yc're fair to blame— 

Ye ken yourfei*, 
Yc neither did fct down your name. 

Nor where ye dwelL 
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I hear— if I'm informed right, 
Your offspring foon will fee the light, 
O may he come genteel an' tight, , 

A firappin' lad. 
An' roak his daddy unco right, 

An' blythe an' glad. 



We'll ablins fomctimc meet tbegither, 
An' taftTthe juice wi* ane anither. 
Then we'll at crambo hae a fwi^cr, 

In haroe fpun drcfs } 
Till then, farcweel, my rhymin* brother, 

I wifli fuccefi* 



AN ADDRESS TO THE CARRIERS OF 
H K. 

Ye H— k Carriers, grit an' fmt, 
Wi' joy flee to your ftations, 
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An' graith your ponica ane and a% 
An' tak ihe road wi' patience ; 
Cheap com an' hay now fill the fta'» 
T' atone for pad vexations. 
This cannie year will mak ye braw, 
Throughout a' generations, 

Baith night an' day. 

Now oil the wheels to mak her gleg> 
Mak a' your tackle flerlin'. 
An' gar the filly ilreek her leg. 
An' drive like Jehu's berlin ; 
An if yc meet wi' Whijlky Meg, 
That honeft hearted carlin, 
Gude faith your cares will get a fleg, 
Though baith the deil an' Merlin 
Ye meet that day. 

When H-— -»k bonnie brig ye crofs,. 
An' up the rouirlan' ftriddle» 
Ye canna lang be at a lofs, 

Ca' in to R e R ^^1, 

Q 3 
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Where ye will get a whi/ky fofc 
To moiftify your middle* 
For now nae langer at H-«-em — fa 
You'U hear auld.R«— ie's fiddle. 
By night or day. 
i 

An* if ye tafte anld Reekie's ale. 

Whan ye diflade your boxes, 

Nae doubt your woHhips wiona fait 

To ca' at Lucky Knox's ; 

An' may be tak'.a la^lefs meal, 

Amang the painted dQanj^s ; 

Aye, &ith, tho' they (hould fire your tail» 

As Sampfon did the foxes, 

Somelttcklefs day* 

C— *-r»bie and T— ^h — pe, honeft core ! 
Lang may ye cafks be corkin', 
Lang may John Barleycora's gore, 
Amang your thumbs be chorkia ; 
This cur£ed duty gars us roar, 
Juft barm wi* water woAin% 
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Now wc may p— fs for cvcrmorci 
An* never dry our forkin. 

By night or day. 

Lang may your liquors oil life's whcdii 
An' paint health's cheeks wi' rofes. 
Ah* cheer the hearts o' decent chielsi 
Whan they receive your dofes ; 
The fmcddum o* your barmic pill j, 
Qars milcr*8 loofc their pofcs, 
But wi* your carts ye fendftwa dcils, 
Like to rive aff folks nofes^ 

An' tear away. 

Hard is the fate of that poor wight, 
Wha wad be unco willin' 
To fend a bottle out o' light. 
Could he command a fliillin' ; 
Sic fappy callan's ne'er are right. 
But whan the glafs is fillin% 
Then, fWirly fortune, frown and fight, 
Their joys are paft your killin% 
On fie a day. 
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AN ADDRESS TO THE CRITICS. 



O yc lang nebbit pryin' race, 
Who kittle words an^ letters trace^ 
Up to their rera riiin' place^ 

An' not a. point» 
But ye maun put it to difgracey 

If out o' joint. 



Yc'rc unco wife, as ye fuppolc» 

An* 'mang poor fcribblers deal your bi0W% 

Slap dafli ye rin thro* rerfe and profCf 

Wi' piercin' look. 
An* never fpit, nor Uaw your nofe. 

But by the book^ 
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Hae mcrqr> Sm, your wit— *Klon't rack itf 
To threfli a poor unkarned jacket. 
For beatin' out a clumfy packet* 

Wi* Nature's hammeri 
And ne'er could hit the learned nack o% 

By way o* grammar* 



Let poor folk .write to ane anither. 

The way they learned it frae their t&hher» 

Or fome auld aunt's loquacious fwither 

O* wit an' glee, 
Wha valu'd not your college fpither, 

A rigiaarie. 



But no a neuk but ye niaun pore in. 
An' (hoot yourfels ilk hole an' bore in. 
Sometimes on high| fublime you're foarin' 

Wi' airy fpeed ; 
An' fometimcs i' the pu'pit roarin', 

\yi' haly fcreci 
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Troth, Sirs, yc'rc but wanchancy foci, 
Whene'er it comes to handy blows. 
For in your wild conrulfive threes, 

Yc're whiles fae ftout. 
As take the fcripture by the nofe, 

Ar* ihrow't about. 



As for poor rhymers let them fpin . 
Their haroe-made thread wi' little din, 
For if ye bae a broken fkin. 

They're fure to rub it |— 
Ay faith thp' they fhould get their fkin 

For't foundly drubbed. 



Gae pluck their beards wha bauldly fcreed, 
Wi* feven or aught tongues i* their head, 
Sic bir^es may crack weel indeed. 

By chicls like me. 
Who never win ayont the creed, 

Or A, B,a 
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I carena tho* your worfhips kcnd it, 
A doggerell piece I jufl hae endit, 
O wad ye fend but ane to mend it, 

I fwcar an' vow. 
My Dedication-*! intend it 

For none but you. 



THE DEDICATION. 



I need nae trumpet forth your praife, 
For thkt's weel kend, rior (hall my lays, 
Wi* foul-breath*d flatt'ry ftrive to raife 

Ye to tke moon. 
But may ye juft lite a' your days. 

An' wear your (boon* 
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An' if ye'll ta^ f^ bigb a look. 
As patronize this lilUeTiaok» 
Sure it may fcour thro' ilka nook 
' O' Scotlan' a. 
An' never get a furly look, 

Frae grit or fma\ 



For if your worfliips deign to fmile on't> 
Baith rich an' poor will read a while on't, 
Regardlefs o' the ftuflF or ftile on't. 

If ye protect it, 
Ye can put fie a bonnie.pik oii't,. 

They'll a' rcfpcct it. 



Lang may ye grow in beard an* (laturcr 
An' what feta maift out human nature^ 
That's-^may your purfes aye grow greater. 

As ye ct>uld wiih tl^Cfa i 
For wit an' fenfe it makes nae matter, 

Ye'll never mifs them. 
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THE GHAIST, or CRAFTY BETTY, 

Ac night it dime in Johny's head 
To gang and ice his fwecthcartf 
He dander'd down the banks o' Tweed| 
Vfbea he bad loas'd lito peat-«art« 

Twae dal^t7 laSei bhthe an' bmWy 
Wi* check* like ony rofes. 
He left bcKind hioi in the ha' 
To loaJL o'er haith their aoki^ 

Sweet Tibbie^s d^fnut treses watM 
Around her heaving bofot|{i» 
Her neck as if wi* lilies pav'd, 
QatTidd die hamn^ofn blo0bfn« 

Blithe B^t^y's jetty (ockd hang do^» 
An' ciirling were fat ^tty^ 
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That a' the beauties i' the towt). 
Were but a joke to Betty. 

Twae een fhe had as black as fiaet, 
An' like twae diamonds glancin% 
An' ifaed ikt neat aye in her claeSf 
Gait a' |hie lads rln dancin\ 

But Tibbie's charmsy nor Betty's ey«8. 
Could Johny's fancy alter. 
For N^Uy had, wi' former ties, 
Fatt bound him in her halter. 

Four tediQus weeks wi' lasy. pace. 
The creepin' hours fulfilled. 
Since Johny faw the booni^ face. 
Which a' his peace had killed. 

Now blithe he dcipp'd amang the treei» 
Clad o'er wi' verdant bloflbm, 
An' V his faul was in a blee^e. 
To blefs her (aitbful bofom* 



d by Google 



195 

Soft taWs of Ibve run in his headi 
ExpreijBbns bold an' wittyi 
To whifper to the lovely maid. 
An* mdt h^r into piiy» 

Now he had bnt to walk a mile. 
His heart with lof e was fwelling^ 
But he muft pafs th? lone kirk (lilc, 
Beforb he reach'd her dwelling* 

As he wi' courage walked on, 
With heart like ony feather. 
He thought he heard a difmal groan^ 
Which put him in a fwithcr» 

A ftately gh^ifl, fraencath a tomb, 
Rofe up^i and flowly llalking, 
Wi* eafy glide did forward come, 
• A"n' join'd poor John iii walking. 

Poor Johny^s heart began to dnat,. 
Jlc thought tb^ ghaift uncivil, . 
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But loYC can fiand a defp'rate bniot. 
And whUts oulbraycB the deviL 

But Johny's couvagCr love^ and pridct^ 
His feeble heart deferted^ 
For down he fell at the dike fide^ 
We fear he was iac ftarted. 

The phaiitom gave a gbaiftly frailc. 
Said, «• Johny fear nae evil, 
" But ftapd an^ crack wi^ roe a while,. 
« I'm no the homed devfl. 

"This filent night I heard you tread^ 
•* An' knew you went a-wooing^. 
^ An' lefc the aaanfions of the dead 
To keep, you frac your ruia^ 

Know then, I am your mother's ghoft^ 
Still for your good I'm bizzie, 
^nd come to ftop your being loft •> 
Dn iic ci lightfome bjaiic* 
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•* Your NcOy whom you tkink upon^ 
" I foleranly declare it, 
" She lies fu* fnug wi* Carter John, 
« Up in the ftablc garret. 

** Then» think, what dool an* mudUe ftrife« 
«• To marry fie a ftrampet, 
*^ Would happen between man an' wife 
** When Scandal blowt her trumpet I 

*' BefideSy the jade, in time o' need, 
** Would never care a copper, 
** Wi* lufty horns to grace your head, 
<« When you was not to ftop het ." 

Then Johny heaved an eldrich grane» 
Said, ** Mother, ye ken a^ things, 
** Say, am I doomM to lire my lane» 
<^ Amang fae mony braw things i 

<* An^ if I be to get a wift,^ 
^^ You furdy can direct rac 
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" Unto a lars^ that a* my life 
« Wi' kindncfs will rtjfpect me.*' 

tt Weel, Johny, yc (hall hac a bride^ 
** Fair as an April morning, 
*• Chafte as the turtle' in her pridc> 
** Mark weel> I am hot fcoming. 

*' Your neighbour Betty, you will find» 
•* Behind the cows a-praying, 
** i^h' if to yoii ftiie is not kind» 
<< Ne'er truft your mother's faying# 

<* Bift for your life difturb the lal» 
" Till her devotion's ended, 
** Then fly ly bring the thing to Jjais, 
«' Juft as ye badna ken'd it. 

" Prefs her next week to be ypur wife, 

« For as I am your Mother, 

" If two you live 8 fingle life» 

*• You ne'er will get another* . * 
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,** But firft kncd dfewn at the dikcUde, 
*\And pray for heaven's blcffia'." 
Tht^fcid, the ghaift away did glide, 
.Left {he fliould be a-miffin\ 

Poor Johiiy pray'd wi* pow!r an* pith, 
A foil half hour an langer. 
Till of his body ilka liOi 
He fand aye turnin' ftranger. 

Then up he gat/brknful of hope, 
He ran an' did na tire. 
Nor ever made the fmaHeft flop. 
Till ance he reach'd the byre. 

He laid hi i lug^ to the door hole. 
Heard Betty at her duty, 
His beating heart could hardly thole, 
For thinking on her beauty. 

Then Betty by the hand he took. 
And for fome hours they tarried. 
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Mide up the match i« the hay mbckf / 
An' next week thej were marriecL ^ 

y 

O women's wtks t what tongue eao tcQt 
Their crafty deep invention ? 
Far Betty wa« th^ gh^ heflel% 
An' gain'd her whole ift«cii£a»» 

Long had (he feaa in JiAm a fwctt 
An^ a becoming carri^Cy 
An' row'd Her in tW iawin' .fhect 
To fright him int^ marriage. 

But BeUy did coaceal the joke^ 
Till /hei» child prefented. 
She then the cat loos'd frae Ae pcTck, 
An' Joihny wai contente^^b ""^ 
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ICfiE END. 
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